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SERMON. 



1 Cor. xii. 4. 

There are Diversities of Gifts, hut the same 

Spirit. 

Thebe is much in the Divine economy which 
must ever elude the inquiries, and surpass 
the reasonings, of so imperfect a being as 
man. 

We are asked, in the volume of inspired 
truth, if " we can hope by searching to find 
"out the Almighty to perfection?" The 
question is intended as much to remind us 
of our weakness, as to check our presumption. 
The humble mind soon admits that " His 
" ways*' cannot be as our ways, nor " His 
" thoughts as our thoughts ;" and not only 
80, but the same humility as readily ac- 
quiesces in that wisdom which calls for a 
probationary faith, as it stedfastly reposes 
on that goodness, which, through the merits 
of a Redeemer, will one day reward it. 



But though from delusive and unsatis- 
factory speculation on " hidden mysteries" 
we do well to turn away, yet all investi- 
gation of God's providential arrangements is 
not forbidden us — ^rather do some of those 
arrangements appear designed to stimulate 
a laudable inquiry, to explain and to enforce 
our social and Christian obUgations, and 
thus to promote our present, and advance 
our eternal, welfare. 

Amongst these the adaptation of things 
in the present life to man, not as he might 
be conceived in our imaginations, but as he 
is actually found in existence, has always 
been a favourite topic with the Christian 
philosopher ; and the farther he has pursued 
his research, whether reasoning from analogy^ 
or drawing his conclusions from/oc^, he has 
found this adaptation more fully developed, 
and more abundantly proved. It has been 
seen above, below, around us. It has 
been traced throughout the material world, 
throughout the animal kingdom ; nor (as 
might be expected) is this harmonious ar- 
rangement less visible in the physical and 
merUal variety of the more intelligent part 
of the creation. That such a result would 
foUow such an investigation is no more than 



might have been supposed ; but in searching 
the Scriptures we more particulaxly discover 
the lise we ought to make of this knowledge, 
which may be variously applied, and seldom, 
perhaps, more beneficially than when it leads 
us to consider our mutual dependence as 
the foundation of a comprehensive Christian 
charity. 

Now it was principally with this view 
that St. Paul, in that portion of Scripture 
from which the text is taken, addressed him- 
self to the Corinthian converts ; for though 
one, and a very material, object of the 
Apostle was to remind them that, since they 
had renoimced the heathen idolatries, miVa- 
cvlotis gifts had been imparted, and imparted 
in different degrees, for the common benefit 
of aU ; and though he enumerates a variety 
of " offices and administrations," yet he for- 
cibly impresses upon them that " the body 
" is not one member, but many ; that " the 
" Spirit divideth to every man severally as 
** he will ;" and then he hastens from the ar- 
gumentative to the hortative strain; tells 
them that though they should "earnestly 
" covet the best gifts, yet would he shew them 
" a more excellent way ; and then immedi- 
ately follows thart most beautiful ^xiiOT^^\AsyDL 
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to charity, by which he intended to shew, 
not only to the Corinthians, but to all suc- 
ceeding Christians, the true test of brotherly 
communion, and to exhibit the only eftectual 
method by which we can preserve the "unity 
" of the Spirit in the bond of peace/' 

With this authority, and with the assumed 
diversity of gifts, I shall take leave to draw 
your attention to one branch of this very 
copious subject, which, I trust, will not be 
deemed inapplicable to the present occasion 
— ^the deep, the paramount necessity of 
Clerical Brotherhood, 

In the further prosecution of our subject, 
it is not my intention to remark on the dif- 
ferent orders and offices of the Church to 
which we belong, though a cursory view 
might shew their necessary and beneficial 
purposes ; for an exact construction of the 
text, as applicable in that sense, we may re- 
fer to the patient industry of Lardner, and 
the luminous exposition of Horseley. Our 
object, and we trust with no irreverent ac- 
commodation of the words, is rather to con- 
sider the diversity and ineqimlity of gifts 
bestowed on different individuals, as a groimd 
^f mutual allowance for a corresponding dif- 
ference in the measure and manner of their 
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exertions. Physical temperament, early as- 
sociations, education, health, locality, worldly 
circumstances, and other unnoticed and al- 
most indefinable peculiarities, both of body 
and mind, are all worthy of their due and 
appropriate consideration in our estimate of 
individual character, and will all give a tinge 
to our professional labours. They are cir- 
cumstances, also, which amply justify the 
Apostolic caution against hasty judgment ; 
remind us that we have nothing which we 
did not receive ; and forcibly impress upon 
us that we should neither undervalue the 
gifts of others, nor exalt our own. 

It would be fruitless, as tedious, to pur- 
sue into detail the Diversities, whether natu- 
ral or adventitious, which are to be found 
amongst ourselves as amongst all other 
bodies of men, and which ought to unite us 
more firmly in the bonds of Christian cha- 
rity; but I hope to be forgiven when I 
remark, that inattention to this, in combi- 
nation with other causes, has, in some in- 
stances, led to separation rather than to 
union ; to misapprehensions, which a little 
more prudence might have corrected ; and to 
jealousieg^ which a little more temper might 
have subdued. 
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If it should be thought that many points 
of difference have been in a certain degree 
removed, and that others are dying away, and 
therefore the notice of them little seasonable 
at present, let it be remembered that cahn 
and dispassionate views are best taken when 
the vivacity, the irritation, and bitterness of 
controversy are no longer fresh ; and when 
our reflections are probably more accordant 
with charity y and more propitious to truth. 

With this object let us consider a few 
incidents of late years,* which have produced 
a partial opposition amongst ourselves on 
matters confessedly of no slight importance ; 
and let us see whether we can suggest any 
reasons, which, had they been allowed their 
natural influence, might have earlier led to a 
better understanding, and to kinder inter- 
pretations. 

When the wider diffiision of the Word 
of God first engaged the attention, and 
awakened the interests, of a large portion of 
the community, it could not fail to excite 
the particular notice of the clergy. Now it 
might as naturally have been expected, as it 
was early seen, that upon the mode to be 
adopted different men would arrive at dif- 

♦ Written in 1825. 
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ferent conclusioiis. When a proposition, es- 
pecially of a novel kind, is first placed before 
the mind, even constitutional difference alone 
will operate upon opinion. The impetuous 
and the prudent, the sanguine and the se- 
date, are little likely to take similar views. 
The facility, also, with which one man adopts 
the sentiments of others, and the reluctance 
which another feels to surrender his own, 
Qonstitute another feature of dissimilarity ; 
ajad , though the question was of sufficient 
nxagnitude to justify hesitation, yet it shared 
the common fate of new-bom zeal, and 
started, with little pause, into activity and 
vigour. 

If it was a harsh inference that the sup- 
porters of the society amongst our own body 
were regardless of uniformity^ and harsher 
that they favoured dissent^ was it not still 
more unjust to represent the opponents as 
averse from spreading the light of the Gos- 
pel ? Was the preference of the latter for 
more tried and approved paths an inex- 
cusable preference ? And were they not the 
first to hail the quickened impulse that was 
given to institutions which required more 
active exertion, and which called for addi- 
tional support ? So also with respect ^ 
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other societies with high and holy objects in 
view, the chief movers amongst ourselves 
may have thought that they " discerned the 
" times and the season" for converting the 
Ancient People of God, and dispelling 
the darkness of Pagan idolatry in the East 
and West ; but might not tardier admission 
of these indications be excused in others, as 
also a dislike for some of the methods adopted 
for such intended conversion ; and might not 
the latter, with their desire to enlighten a 
heathen population, join at the same time a 
wish that less should be left to adventure^ 
and more to system ? 

Again, with respect to education at home. 
It could not be that ministers of the same 
establishment, under equal and solemn obli- 
gations, would refuse the benefit of instruo- 
tion to any, or, indeed, would not labour to 
give the elementary principles of Christian 
truth to all, and fiirther knowledge to more 
ample capacity ; but as to the process in so 
doing, and as to the degree of instruction to 
be aflForded, a difference of opinion was not 
only likely to prevail, but might innocently 
prevail, and spring out of the various aspects 
in which the same object presents itself to 
minds essentially different. 
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But it was not on those points only to 
which I have abready referred, that divisions 
were found amongst us. The want of agree- 
ment in the use of words, with slight dis- 
tinction in meaning, occasioned another 
ground of difference. Those who saw in the 
initiatory rite of the Church an acquittal from 
hereditary sin, were hastily suppo.^ed to deny 
the necessity of any future renovation of 
heart ; and others, perhaps without suflSi- 
cient reason, were charged with ascribing no 
efficacy at aU to the sacrament ef baptism ; 
whereas, a timely explanation, in the spirit of 
meekness, might have convinced both that 
they had misconceived the meaning of each 
other. The expressions in our Liturgy on 
this subject, which every minister had pre- 
viously declared to have the warrant of Holy 
Writ, are sufficiently clear and definite ; but 
inferences were made, and conclusions drawn 
from them, which " engendered a strife of 
"words,'' little favourable to union, and 
subversive of charity. 

It must also be lamented that distinctive 
appellations were, at the same time, imwisely 
applied, or as unwisely appropriated. No 
injury could possibly be greater to ourselves 
or to our hearers, than to suppose that we 
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held opposite opinions on the fundamental 
articles of our common feith ; and that doc- 
trines, and the duties arising out of them, 
could be variously represented ; yet, because 
in one sense, there is a value in words, and, in 
another sense, no merit at all, alarm was 
taken at the phrase. Conditions of Salvation^ 
when it is clear that terms of acceptance, or 
some equivalent expression, must be used to 
designate that obedience which is so re- 
peatedly and emphatically enjoined. 

The inestimable blessing of the Atonement, 
and the free grace of God, must, of course, 
ever have prominent and distinctive notice 
in the preaching of every soimd divine; 
but the earnestness or the frequency with 
which these essential doctrines are enforced 
upon our respective congregations, and, as 
occasion offers, different parts of the E/Cvealed 
Word are explained, can never be judged of 
by single discourses, and will vary according 
to the exigencies of each given case. A little 
more attention to these obvious truths would 
check the appearance of disimion, and foster 
more friendly feelings ; but, perhaps, it need 
not be disguised, that one topic, which cannot 
be excluded from its frdl share in the ministry 
of the Word, may, from the manner of treat- 
ing it, be liable jjko misconception. 
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"the influence of the Holy Spirit is, we 
know from Scripture, occult in its mode of 
operation, is imparte4 in different de* 
grees, and is only exhibited in its fruits ; 
yet, whilst on so nice a point, we should care- 
fully observe the advice of St. Paul "to 

speak the same thing,'' and to be "joined 

together in the same judgment,'' there are 
some, and principally the ardent, who em- 
ploy an equivocal kind of phraseology on 
this subject, the consequences of which they 
would, I am sure, as much deplore as those 
do who use more guarded expressions. The 
sovereignty of grace may be so represented 
as utterly to exclude all hirnian endeavours 
in the great work of our salvation. Now, 
cordially agreeing, as I do, with an old 
writer that, ^^disputandi pruritus ecclesi" 
" arum scabies;'^ I have noticed this, not 
with any intention to enter on the tenets of 
the great Reformer of Geneva, but to point 
out the most pernicious of all errors into 
which doubtful language on the influence of 
the spirit may lead, and on which there 
should not be any suspicious accommodation 
of terms, lest we appear to countenance so 
pregnant a source of evil. I allude to the 

mystical notion of Secret Illumination. 

*See Isaac Walton's Life of Sir Heivx'^ \^vio\XiQTv. 
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A learned and eloquent Divine,* in a re- 
markable period of our history, very power- 
fully described the extravagant length into 
which men are driven by delusive assurances 
of inward grace. The "Spirit's impulse is 
" often urged against the Spirit's commandy'' 
"the secret against the written Word;" 
which he terms a " principle of malignity, 
" fretting asunder the very nerves of society/' 
And 1 may be allowed to remind this learned 
audience, that though its effects were seen 
and felt after the overthrow of our greatest 
rival, the delusion itself had its origin in 
the mental darkness of Papistical despotism. 
It was erected on the ruins of reason, 
and the abuse of revelation. 

We cannot, therefore, be too cautious on a 
subject so full of comfort, when soberly ex- 
plained, but of one which, viewed through 
the medium of feeling only, is as pernicious 
to our temporal as our eternal interests, 
fraught with danger to the body, and still 
more perilous flattery to the soul. The days 
of inspiration, and of miraculous giftSy have 
long since passed away, and we are now to 
depend on the ordinary graces of God's holy 
fgpirit for the ministry of His Word ; graces 

♦ Dr. South. 
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which, when dtily sought and duly exercised, 
are the means of our own salvation, and of 
those committed to our care. And we never 
more successfully avoid all mystical inter- 
pretation of the operations of the Spirit, 
than when we encourage a comfortable hope 
without presumption, and infuse a salutary- 
fear without despair. Clerical brotherhood 
is not, we trust, infringed by suggesting 
caution on so important a point, on which 
we have supposed that evil may arise from 
ardour and ambiguity of eocpression, and not 
from intention. And I may here properly 
remark, that, even with the admitted diver- 
sity of gifts, there are certsm jfixed pinncipleSy 
a departure from which is warranted neither 
by reason or revelation. 

In proceeding from our more public capa- 
cities to the notice of our social and private 
intercourse, it is clear that, unless we make 
allowance for the peculiarities incident to 
different men, from their constitutions, their 
tempers, and from various other causes of a 
physical, mental, and moral nature, we can 
hardly expect brotherly communion in a spirit 
of Christian charity. One, and a material, 
obstacle to such desirable union will be 
found in the too exclusive restriction of 
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intercourse to men of congenial pursuits. A 
preference for those whose studies and occu- 
pations are most consonant with our own is, 
of course, perfectly natural ; but to manifest 
strong disinclination to the society of others 
from the want of such singularity, argues not 
only a defective knowledge of human nature, 
but a disposition little favourable to th^ 
peace of society, or to our own quiet. More- 
over, it is not possible, even if it were 
desirable, to avoid an interchange of those 
courtesies and civilities which, in aU classes, 
are found to be necessary between individuals, 
however opposite in some particulars ; and 
such is the reciprocal dependence and assist- 
ance wisely and mercifully arranged by Pro- 
vidence for the general good, that a too 
fastidious seclusion defeats alike our duties 
and our enjoyments. But I would suggest 
that we may often be under some strange 
misapprehension with respect to clerical 
jaeighbours, which nearer acquaintance 
might remove, and which may be found to 
have arisen from partial, and not always, the 
kindest, inferences. How hasty, for instance, 
would be the conclusion of one, active and 
diligent as a parish priest, that a retired 
jatudent w^ never to be seen in the abodes 
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of poverty, or at the bed of sickness ; and 
how harshly might both infer that a man, 
delighting in the innocent enjoyments of 
country life, neglected to sow that seed from 
which he hoped to reap a better than any 
earthly harvest. And as we aU feel that, in 
occasional absence, declining health, sickness 
in our families, or weight of duty, we stand 
in need of each other's assistance, we may 
fairly suppose our neighbour as weU qualified 
as ourselves to affi^rd and to receive reciprocal 
aid in clerical fimctions. 

The difference observable in men springs 
out of causes over which tibey have often 
little, and sometimes no, controuL On this 
head it is material to observe, that a dislike 
to all publicity wiU incline some men, par- 
ticularly of reserved characters, to shun 
observation ; and we shall hardly esteem 
them worse Christians because they fear 
that, whilst human applause cheers, it may 
also debase, their labours. This natural 
reserve wiU be seen, also, in the disinclina- 
tion of such men for general society ; whilst 
others, of a more accessible disposition, with 
intentions equally good, are more seen of 
men, and not only mix with more freedom 
in the world, but think that greater respect 



20 

is felt for the clergy by their compliance 
with such usages of society as are in them- 
selves indifferent. And may we not charit- 
ably suppose a still higher object, pursued in 
humble imitation of our Divine Master, who, 
to use the language of an elegant writer,* 
" never sought to be sequestered from the 
" world, in order to preserve the spirituality 
" of his mind ? But, engaged in promoting 
" the noblest interests of mankind, he freely 
" mixed in habits of socia^ intercourse ; and 
" in those moments, when all the avenues of 
" the heart are open to gaiety and aftection, 
"he silently instructed his companions in 
" the rare but exquisite art of being cheerful 
"without levity, and of uniting solid im- 
" provement with harmless entertainment/' 

It is only necessary to be observed by 
these opposite descriptions of men, that the 
good they both wish to do be not "evil 
spoken of,'' from the manner of performing 
their duties, and that they avoid, as much 
as possible, all " appearance of evil/' 

We may also be too precipitate in forming 
an opinion, that more than a due proportion 
of time is devoted by some to favourite 
branches of study and amusement, to the 

♦ Whites Baropton Lectures, fifth sermon. 
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exclusion of more important objects. Belaxa- 
tion of some kind or other will scarcely be 
objected to by any but the unsocial and 
ascetic ; and of the nature of such relaxa- 
tion, provided it be innocent, and of the 
degree, provided it be moderate, it is surely 
less the province of one man to judge for 
another, than for each man to determine for 
himself; a forgetfulness of the awful respon- 
sibility for the talent entrusted is at no time 
a charge we can be warranted in making 
against one of our own order. 

It is also worthy of remark, that, from a 
natural aptitude to be found amongst some 
of our own body, as amongst other men, for 
the pursuit of the arts aad sciences, generaQy 
esteemed both elegant and attractive, the 
cause of religion itself has been advanced, 
and with respect to one, not the least fasci- 
nating, our devotions heightened and im- 
proved. We know that, in seasons of tribu- 
lation, the mind of the royal Psalmist was 
sometimes soothed by the melody of the 
harp, and that, on suitable occasions, it was 
a permitted enjoyment to « sing one of the 
" Songs of Sion,'' Poetry, also, has lent her 
aid to the same cause ; painting and sculp- 
ture, with no necessary taint of idolattoxva 
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woiship, have contributed to the same end. 
If we ought most highly to appreciate 
severer studies, there is no reason for holding 
other pursuits in little estimation. We owe 
obligations to those who have ascertained 
and defended the right and property of the 
Church, and we are indebted to others for 
explaining her discipline, aixd maintaining 
her authority. 

Enough, if not more than suflScieut, h^ 
been said on " diversity of gifts/' aa bearing 
upon the general interests of the Church, 
and calling for aii extensive charity in our 
judgment oi^ and intercourse with, each, 
other. Let me not, however, be considered 
as feivouring a too indulgent license in seculai: 
matters, or supposing that our time and 
talents can be innocently employed on 
objects imconnected with our profession. 
We are called upon, by the most affecting 
considerations, by the regard of the living, 
by the memory of the dead, by all our hopes 
of happiness in this world and the next, to 
consider not only the pri^e of our high calling, 
but our duty, as ministers of God's holy 
Word and Sacraments, to promote and ad- 
vance the spiritual edification of Christ's 
flock upon earth. I have said the less on 
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tliis subject, not from any forgetfulnesB of 
our mighty and solemn obligations as ami- 
bassadors, stewards, watchmen, and shep- 
herds, but from deference to my superiors in 
the Church, of which I am most reminded 
at an episcopal visitation ; — ^I might have 
been iU employed in attempting to instruct, 
but my more humble object may, perhaps, 
incline those who hear me to excuse the 
imperfections of their preacher. 

If St. Paul laboured to impress on the 
Corinthians that mutual love and charity, 
and all the Christian graces of the heart, 
were of more value than even miraculous 
endowments; allowance may be made for 
the most feeble eflfort to point out the natural 
varieties of character, varieties which almost 
escape definition, and which call for reci- 
procal forbearance, at least such a forbearance 
BB might promote peace aad good-wiU 
amongst ourselves. 

Intimately acquainted as that eminent 
Apostle of the Gentiles was with human 
nature, and aided by holy inspiration, he 
well knew that " oflfences would come," and 
that "divisions would spring up," to dis- 
turb the harmony of the Church which he 
had planted ; and in aU ages conterLtio\s& 
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and disunions wiU arise, in proportion as the 
members, and, more particularly, as the 
ministers, of a Church are at all deficient in 
that Divine Spirit, which, whilst it invigorates 
their faith, and enlivens their hope, at the 
same time enlarges their charity. 

We know, and we know for what reason, 
love to each other was emphatically styled a 
new commandment ; and we have been told 
of the test by which Christ's disciples are to 
be known. We have been affectionately 
reminded that "Jerusalem is a city that 
" should be at unity in itself ;'' and we have 
received a gracious warning, that a " house 
" divided against itself cannot stand ;'' let us, 
then, be on our guard against any probable 
or remote cause of disunion, for we may be 
sure that there is a common enemy always 
at hand, that would gladly rush in and 
triiunph, if only for a season, over a dis- 
imited establishment. It is very true, and 
well worthy our tribute of praise and gra- 
titude, that we have the valedictory promise 
of our Lord himself against the final over- 
throw of His universal Church ; but the page 
of ecclesiastical history wiU convince us, that 
she may have, and originally fi:om slight 
causes, long and arduous periods of conflict. 
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Finally, my reverend brethren, it has been 
justly observed of the Church to which we 
belong, that "wise men have framed it, 
" brave men have bled for it, and that it is 
" ours to preserve it ;''* and well, indeed, 
does it deserve our united and zealous efforts 
in its defence, being in its orders primitive, 
in its discipline moderate, in its charity 
most diffusive. To this last excellence, the 
very bond of peace and of all virtue, T have 
principally directed your attention. I have 
done so, in order to show that, if we would 
open channels for its wider diflRision, and send 
forth our fructifying streams, there should 
ever be found in the bosom of the Church 
itself a copious and salient fountain, issuing 
from the only pure source, the Fountain of 
Living Waters. 

* Bishop Watson. 



A SERMON 



PRBAOHED AT THS 



CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF SALISBURY, 



AT THE 



LENT ASSIZES, 



MaUch 14, 1824. 



BT THB 



REV. GEORGE SHERER, A.M., 

VICAR OF MARSHFIELD, AND LATE FELLOW OF 

NEW COLLEGE, OXFORD. 



PUBLISHED AT THE BEQUEST OP SIR EDWABD POOBB, BABT., HIGH 

■HEBTTF OP THB COUNTY. 



ASSIZE SERMON. 



Genesis iii., 13. 



The Serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 

The origin of evil was but Kttle posterior 
to the origin of mankind 

To this the melancholy confession of the 
text beais ample testimony ; and the records 
both of sacred and profane history fiilly 
confirm the fact. 

We are equally pained and astonished to' 
find that one of the first crimes upon the 
catalogue of human transgressions was the 
murder of a brother ; that some of the most 
exalted characters in Holy Writ were not 
exempt fi:om offences of the most heinous 
character ; and, in succeeding ages, the 
moumfiil effects of the fall have been but too 
visible amongst all the nations of the earth. 

To contemplate, however, the original 
degradation of man's nature, still less to 
scrutinize the mysterious decree of the Al- 
mighty, by which evil has been permitted, 

B 
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constitutes no part of our present object ; 
for, however we may attempt to reconcile 
both with the probationary condition of 
man, it more becomes the creature to acqui- 
esce impKcitly in the wisdom and justice of 
the Creator, to retire from the investigation 
of those " secret things which belong imto 
the Lord our God,'' satisfied that "the 
righteous Judge of all the earth must ever 
" do what is right." 

It may be more profitable and more ap- 
propriate to the present solenmity, to shew 
the beguiling nature of sin, to trace its 
gradual advances, and, above all, to exhibit 
•its faial consequences. 

One of those consequences will probably 
be that, sooner or later, the victim of error 
and vice will fall imder the sentence of 
himian justice. For we may tell the sons 
of men what the venerable Eli told his 
children, that, "if one man sin against 
" another, the judge shall judge him ;''^ and 
the question which follows, but, " if a man 
" sin against the Lord, who shall intreat for 
" him V^ will carry our enquiry from earthly 
tribunals to the bar of infinite and eternal 
justice. 

^Samuel ii., 9 
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Tlie subtle tempter of our first parents, 
and the still formidable adversary of all their 
posterity, well knew that, when he had pol- 
luted the fountain, he had communicated 
impurity to the stream, and that the waters 
of bitterness would flow on in dark and 
troubled channels from one generation to 
another. 

Shame, sorrow, suffering, and death, were 
the heavy penalties of the first transgression ; 
and, early as a deliverance was promised, 
the artftd and malignant seducer was aware 
that, if shame could be extinguished, sorrow 
deprived of its contrite character, suffering 
represented as no necessary consequence of 
the indulgence of the will, and death stripped 
of any of its terrors, he should extend wider 
and wider his dominion of darkness. 

Taking then, with us, these facts of here- 
ditary predisposition to sin, and the per- 
petual agency of the eml one^ as proved by 
the word of God, and admirably set forth in 
the Articles and Homilies of the Church of 
England, we are the less surprised at the 
prevalence of error, and the progress of 
crime ; and we shall find, moreover, that 
out of peculiarities incident to different men, 
from constitutional diversity, from the ^»V 
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sence of, or a defect in, education, from the 
situations into which they may be thrown 
in life, and from various other causes, there 
are to all their corresponding temptations. 

Each person has, probably, superadded to 
these some sin that most easily hesets him, 
ever struggling for ascendancy both over his 
reason and his conscience. 

Now it is precisely in this personal aptir 
tvde (if we may be allowed the expression) 
for the commission of any particular sin 
(which it would be impious to call an uncon- 
troviable necessity) that the deceitftdness of 
the human heart is most frilly manifested, 
and the beguiling voice of the serpent most 
likely to prevail — ^and the principal deceit 
is this, that the remonstrance of conscience 
(the voice of God within us) is silenced 
by the double delusion, that there is not 
much to condemn in a slight deviation from 
duty, and (more fatal still to innocence) that 
we will go so far and no farther. 

We forget that the corrupt nature of man 
is a *rank soil, in which vice takes easy 
root, and brings forth abundantly ; that all 
habits are formed by gradual and almost 
insensible approaches, and that there are 

* See l^otson's Sermon on the Deceitfalness of Sin, 
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certain " rvdime/rits of evil," which, by slow 
but sure steps, lead on from the smaller to 
the greater offences, and that, however we 
may feel adhamed in the beginning of a 
wicked course, we too soon palliate, nay, 
even excuse, our conduct, till we are pre- 
pared for crimes which not only silence, but 
actually lay waste, the conscience. 

The threshold passed, retinrn is as seldom 
in our power as our will ; after we have once 
entered the labyrinth of sin, we inevitably get 
entangled more and more, and it is needless 
to enlarge on the facility of descent, and 
the LABOXJB of RECJOVERY, for it has been 
the theme of the poet, the moralist, and the 
divine, and experience has sadly proved the 
wisdom of their warning voice. 

It is not, however, to the alluring nature 
of these indulgencies, to which we are 
prompted by the most universal passions of 
our nature, and which so often terminate in 
ruin, that we at present allude, as to those 
which have a more obvious tendency to 
bring men before the tribunals of human 
justice. 

little is it considered by those who are ' 
the most numerous class in society that a 
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restless impatience of labour leads on, by 
degrees, to habits of idleness, succeeded by 
the cravings of poverty. 

Now may commence the hesitating ap- 
propriation of the smallest trifle which be- 
longs to another, to be followed by bolder 
thefts, and to end, perhaps, in violent depre- 
dation, till the once timid offender is found 
opposing and reversing the security to be 
derived from the eye of Omnipotence, and 
is about our path and about our bed to 
destroy the safety of the one, and the tran- 
quillity of the other, till the arm of justice 
arrests his course and denounces punish- 
ment. 

The same, or rather a more fearful, result 
might follow, if the first stage of error had 
been prompted by the love of gain. At 
first is found the cautious and almost re- 
luctant hazard of the smallest sum; the 
iNCiPiEi>rr soon becomes an absorbing pro- 
pensity, and at length conducts its votaries 
to the HAUNTS of the gamesteb, and then 
the progress is swift to cumulative horror, to 
the extremity of guilt and punishment, to 

INFAMY BEYOND THE GRAVE. — Most appo- 
site to the present point, and the view we 
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are taking of it, is the language of one of 
the most forcible of modem writers. 

" In gaming'^ (says the learned and elo- 
quent Master of the Temple)^ " the worst 
affections that can contaminate the * heart of 
man insinuate themselves graduoXly (and in 
their early stages imperceptibly), till the 
whole moral mass is irretrievably corrupted. 

" We may say that, in effecting the ruin 
and misery of mankind, the * serpent' re- 
tains his scriptural character of 'subtilty/ 
The young and imwary have not the faintest 
conception of the vileness of those habits 
to which the horrid career is forming and 
training them. 

"Jealousy, rage, and revenge, exist 
amongst gamesters in their worst and most 
frantic excesses, and end frequently in con- 
sequences of the most atrocious violence and 
outrage. By perpetual agitation, the malig- 
nant passions spurn and overwhelm every 
boundary which discretion and conscience 
can oppose ; and in the midst of these feel- 
ings of horror and distraction it is, that the 

* VOICE OP OUR BRBTHREN'S BLOOD CMETH 
FBOM THE GBOUND.' '" 

*See Dr. Kenell's Discourse on Gaming. 
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We might pursue our subject, and point 
out the danger and misery to which men 
axe exposed by the first unresisted emotions 
of envy, anger, and hatred ; for no definite 
bounds can be set to the crimes into which 
these passions of the mind betray us. 

In L same manner, the habit of profene 
swearing, unchecked and imrebuked, the 
taking of God's name in vain on slight and 
trivial occasions, and the falsehoods which 
have passed, not only without the censure 
of others, butwithout any self-reproach, wiU 
insensibly tend to a disregard for the sano 
TiTY of an oath, and the deep TtTBPiTUDE of 
bearing « false witness against our neigh- 
hour/' 

All these, as well as other offences, will 
be fqund to have their origin, as we pre- 
viously remarked, in small beginnings ; for 
no one becomes ai once completely depraved ; 
conscience remonstrates, though its voice is 
heard with reluctance ; and, whilst safe from 
immediate punishment, and, whHstthe com- 
mission of sin (as in some instances may be 
the case) is accompanied with temporal ad- 
vantages, men think less and less of its 
awfiil consequences, check the operations of 



37 



the Holy Spirit, and allow " the serpent'' to 
beguile them till they eat, and fall ! 

The union which subsists between one 
vice and another is, besides, so intimate, that 
any observance of the duties of sobriety, 
vigilance, and prayer, can hardly be expected 
when men wilfully sin against the light of 
their own consciences, and the written 
directions of God's Holy Will! And, for 
the most part, such men usually spurn all 
invitation to these duties, and systematically 
neglect all reverence for that day which 
God hss set apart for his especial service ; 
and, not only so, but gradually acquire an 
attachment to places of resort where habita 
of iutemperaace axe formed, aad where they 
will meet with arguments to persuade, and 
associates to encourage them, in the violation 
of the laws of man and the commandments 
of their God. 

The evil effect of example is so obvious a 
source of error, and 'so often insisted upon, 
that we prefer the notice of an incentive to 
vice, that has sprung up of late years to an 
alarming extent, by the active dissemina- 
tion OF THE MOST PEBNICIOUS TRACTS, in 

which arguments adapted to almost every 
capacity, and which strike at the root c>C ^ 
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moral ^nd religious obligations, have, in too 
many instances, beguiled the ignorant and 
the unstable. 

Let it not be supposed that this com- 
plaint is less applicable to the present than 
to some former period ; for, even should 
there be any suspension of this guilty 
lABOUR, the interval is only employed to 
give new vigour to the bow, axid fresh venom 
to the shaft. 

It was the observation of a powerful and 
acute writer,* at an early stage of this 
MORAL PESTILENCE, in his answer to the arch 
patron of infidelity, that though he had 
^' barbed afresh the blunted arrows of former 
^'adversaries, feathered them with blas- 
^'phemy and ridicule, dipped them in his 
** deadliest poison, aimed them with his 
"utmost skill, and shot them against the 
" shield of faith with his utmost vigour, yet, 
" like the feeble javelin of aged Priam, they 
" would fall to the ground without a stroke." 

But, whilst we admire the felicity of the 

language, and admit the truth of the re- 
mark with reference to ultimate success 

against the Volume of Inspiration, still it is 

too much to believe that repeated and in- 

* Watson to Painet 
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siduous attacks against revelation will fall 
harmless upon the great mass of society. 

On the contrary, that, by renewed efforts, 
the tmstispecting wiU be beguiled, the 
wavering still more unsettled, the ignorant 
misled, and the profligate encouraged ; and 
to such a degree as to fortify the perpetra- 
tors of crime in the commission of the 
greatest enormities, by equally removing 
from the mind all restraints in the present 
life, and ^ apprehensions of a future state. 

It is in this state of things that " Wisdom 
" complains of himian contempt '^ when she 
" uttereth her voice ; " and that the " en- 
"ticing language of the sinner,'' addressed to 
the novitiate in vice, finds ready consent : 
'•' Come with us, they say ; cast in thy lot 
" among us ; let us lay wait for blood ; let 
" us lurk privily for the innocent ; we shall 
"find all precious substance; we shall fill 
'* our houses with spoU." 

Thus, the foundation being sapped, crime 
succeeds to crime, till the offended laws of 
the country teach the \mhappy delinquents, 
that if one man sin against another, the 
"judge shall judge him." 

And it is for the solemn purpose of meting 
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out the just proportion of punishment to 
offence, that the high and dignified charac- 
ters before us, and others in more distant 
places, are, at this season, performing their 
solemn fdnction throughout the land ; and, 
fortunately, we can be little suspected of 
imworthy panegyrick in boasting of the 
talent and integrity with which our equal 
and impartial laws are administered ; for 
our unrivalled superiority on this point is as 
much the envy of other countries, as the 
admiration and triumph of our own. 

We forbear any further mention of this 
subject as beyond our province; and we 
equally decline any mention of those various 
means for the prevention oJ^ or recovery from, 
vice, which are chiefly matters of civil regu- 
lation, and which have called forth the ob- 
servations of men much more able to discuss 
them ; but we may be permitted to remark, 
with satisfaction, that, by a legislative 
enactment, one temptation to vice (which, 
even amongst the poorest classes, was but 
too feebly resisted) has been henceforth re- 
moved ; and it would be well if the hazard 
to which the thoughtless and improvident 
are exposed, by those who wander from 
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place to place, could be more carefully 
watched and more effectually suppressed. 

But, after all, the counteraction to evil 
on which, under Providence, our best reU- 
ance must be placed, will be the diffusion of 
religious instruction, on Christian principles, 
and always without acrimonious reflections 
on any, when we find them honestly pur- 
suing the same great end, by the adoption 
of their own means. All wiU probably 
concur in the necessity of distributing the 
Word of God, and it must be worse than 
blindness not to admit that, as the greatest 
evil is a perverted good, unceasing industry 
must be used to make those who " read and 
" learn inwardly digest the Word." 

It is very true, that He, who is " alone 
"mighty to save," can work without the 
aid of human instruments upon any occa- 
sions in which he thinks fit to do so, but, in 
the ordinary measures of God's righteous 
government, we find it otherwise; and 
though we are sure it is His will that the 
light of the Gospel should be as universal as 
the light of Heaven, yet has He, through 
His Holy Spirit, bestowed diversities of 
gifts, and directed some to teach, and others 
c 
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to learn. We must beware, however, of 
filming any systems of our own, and be 
carefal to promulgate the peculiar and dis- 
tinguishing doctrines of Christianity with 
fidelity and zeal. The Gospel cannot com- 
promise with the manners of modem times, 
any more than with those of the age when 
it was first delivered ; and when we consider 
the effects of sin, and the disorder and 
misery flowing firom them, which daily ex- 
perience points out in the various events of 
human life, and in none more forcibly than 
in the heavy calendar of criminals (many 
hardly advanced to manhood) which periodi- 
cally arrest our attention, and afflict the 
Christian heart, we must see the necessity 
of some strong interposition to rescue us 
firom the guilt, the power, and the practice 
of sin. It is to all of us of the utmost im- 
portance to be convinced that our corrupted 
nature tends constantly to sin, and that the 
contagious nature of transgression spreads 
ruin and desolation by various channels 
through the moral creation of God ; and 
one natural effect of this conviction will be, 
that, even with condemnation of the offence, 
we shall feel pity and compassion for the 
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ojffender — and, probably, ask ourselves what 
have they done which we might not have 
done? Many escape legal investigation 
whose conduct would iU sustain its probe; 
therefore, let every one look within himself, 
and call to mind how many sins, not amen- 
able to law, he has, in the course of an 
unguarded life, committed; and remember, 
that there is one trial to which we must all 
be called. Such a reflection will, at the 
same time, serve to show that nothing but 
the highest motives can remedy the defects 
of our nature, and supply new principles of 
action. 

We are thus led to see what the 
himibling and healing doctrines of revelation 
can do for our fallen nature, and what all 
the ostentatious pretentions of philosophers 
cannot accomplish. Let either the ancient 
or the modem philosopher produce every 
argument he can invent, enlarge on the 
beauty and excellence of virtue, pronounce 
the will free to choose the good and refuse 
the evil, yet he can never bring back the 
degenerate sons and daughters of Adam to a 
willing, rational, and spiritual service. 

The Gospel is the only true medicine for 
the maladies of human nature, and it is the 
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Son of God alone who redeems from the 
penalty and dominion of sin. 

The inadequacy of all motives but the 
true one must appear, when we ask, " if a 
" man sins against the Lord" (and we have 
all done so) "who shall entreat for himi" 
If we neglect to shew that the mediatorial 
intercession will be the sole refuge of a 
guilty race, we keep back the "words of 
" life," we do " despite to the spirit of grace," 
and, when summoned to the bar of infinite 
and eternal justice, may we not expect our 
portion with unbeHevers ? 

Our guilt win be heavier than that of our 
first parents, who listened to the voice of 
" the serpent." But if we would " quench 
" the fiery darts of the wicked," and " stand 
" against the wiles of the Devil," we must 
" take the shield of faith, the helmet of sal- 
" vation, and the sword of the Spirit, which 
" is the Word of God." 

With such weapons we shall be more than 
conquerors ; and if we have any of us been 
instrumental in converting the sinner firom 
the error of his ways, « tuniing the hearts of 
" the disobedient to the wisdom of the just," 
and fi:om the " power of Satan unto God," 
we may hope, when our day of probation is 
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past, for a favourable sentence from that 

ALL-PERFECT and ALL-SUFFICIENT JUDGE, 

who died for our sins, who rose for our justi- 
fication, and who is seated at the Throne 
of Mercy ! to intercede for our acceptance ; 
and to whom, with the Father, &c. 



THE 



BISHOP'S BLESSING, 



OB 



CONFIRMATION 



SCBIPTUBALLY EXPLAINED, 



IN A 



LETTER FROM A FATHER TO HIS CHILD. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



There are many and very excellent little Tracts 
on Confirmation. Experience^ however^ abundantly 
proves^ that many youthful minds are often attracted 
to a re-consideration of the same subject^ by its being 
presented to them under a new aspect. With this 
impression, the Author sends forth this Letter to 
his own Child, under a hope that it may not be unac- 
ceptable to other parents, and that it may be blessed 
to the end for which it is written ; the simple object 
being to implant in young minds a becoming reverence 
for the revealed Word of God, and, at the same time, 
a due attachment to the Church and her Services. 

G. S. 
F. if., Gloucestershire, 

1841. 



CONFIRMATION. 



Pledged was their faith in infancy : but now 
When opening years the reasoning soul reveal. 
Before yon altar's rails behold they kneel, 

Ingenuous youths and maidens ! There they bow 

The modest head, and there the early vow 
With words of solemn Confirmation seal, 
And on their brow the hand Confirming feel 

Of Christ's High Minister. God, do Thou 

Save and defend thy children ! Gracious Lord, 
Father, thy hand be o'er, thy Spirit's grace 

Be ever with them, and thy powerful Word 
Their Light and Leader ! Awful is the race 

Before them set, with toil and peril stored, 
And steep the pathway to behold thy fece ! 

Bishop Mant's Musings, 



LETTER. 



My very dear Child, 

I HOPE, through God's mercy, to 
present you, ere long, before the Bishop for 
Confirmation, when, according to primitive 
usage, he will lay his hands on you, and bless 
you ; but as I may not be permitted to see 
that period, and then to give you such oral 
instruction as duty and affection would 
prompt, I therefore now address you in this 
manner, fiilly satisfied that my letter will 
be received by my dutiful and affectionate 
child with willing and serious attention, and 
with true fiHal regard. 

I am extremely anxious, at the same 
time, that I lead you to consider a Christian 
obligation, to fix you in a sincere and sound 
attachment to that Church into which you 
have been admitted in your baptism. 

It will greatly assist you, my dearest child, 
in the easier and fiiUer comprehension of the 
rite of Confirmation, if I first briefly call to 
yoinr recollection the Catechism of our 
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Church, that is to say (as set forth in the 
Rubric of the Book of Common Prayer), 
"An instruction to be learned by every 
" person before he be brought to be confirmed 
" by the Bishop." It is not my intention to 
go through all the questions and answers in 
the Catechism. It would lead into a wider 
field of examination than I purpose to pursue. 
You will perceive in the same Bubric to 
which I have adverted, that no children are 
to be brought to the Bishc^ tiU they are of 
competent age, and sij^Gbiently insl^ucted. 
By competent age is meant years of discre- 
tion, when children may be supposed to 
imderstand the nature af their Baptismal 
covenant, what God therein proimses, and 
what they are called upon, and obyiged to 
believe and to do in obedience to His will ; 
as they are required to renounce all evil, to 
believe the articles of the Christian faith, 
and keep God's commandmentsy it is indis- 
pensably reqmsite that they understand the 
reasonableness and propriety of such renim- 
ciation, the truths of the creed, and the 
meaning of the commandments, together 
with the use and import of prayer, and the 
sacraments ; that thus being brought to a 
clear sense of what was done for them at 
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their Baptifion, they may be ready aad 
deedroT33 to ratify wd ooixfirnx the same, aod 
that, bx teertimoity of their sincere resolution 
to xoake good what they promise aad vow, 
they truly jrepent of all their sins, and sted- 
lastly purpose, by God's grace, to go on in 
a constant obedience to His commandm^ts 
mta th«r Uvea' end. As it is noi easy for 
the Bisibopa perEKmaUy to examine every one 
that is offered for Confirmation, it is neces- 
sary that each candidate should go to the 
minister of the parish, in order that they 
may receive under his hand, afber due 
examination, a written notice that he, deem» 
them quaEfied. 

Now; my dearest child, brfore I enter 
upon an explanation of the service,^ let me 
entreat you to remember that you are not to 
prepare for Confirmation aa a mere ceremony, 
or with any superstitious reliance on the 
outward duty, still less to depend upon the 
performance of the duty in the way q£ merit 
before Qod. You are with perfect simplicity 
to view. by/«^ the great mercy of God in 
ilie eternal Son of his love, and his boimdless 
grace in giving his own Son as the Saviour 
of sinners. Tou must be frequent and 
tamest in prayer to God to bestow on you 
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his blessed Spirit, to deanse the thoughts of 
your heart, and to enable you to see the 
excellen(^, and to apprehend the blessing, of 
the Saviour,— never forget that of yourself 
you can do nothing eflEectuaUy ; if you trust 
in your own strength, you cannot but fell ; 
a heart deeply sensible of its own un- 
worthiness, sensible of the infinite conde- 
scension of God in the Gospel of his Son, 
and reposing aU its confidence on Divine 
grace, k the right disposition of nund for 
entering upon the solemn duty of ratifying 
the covenant with God in the rite of Con- 
firmation. 

It will not be easy for you, I think, to 
read the Short, plain, and affecting Order Of 
Confirmation, without being impressed with 
those feelings which it is so well calculated 
to excite, and without finding your heart 
both instructed and encouraged in the love 
of, and consecration to the service of, Christ, 
which the occasion especially calls for ; nor 
need we doubt but that some measure of the 
grace you pray for will accompany a right 
and humble discharge of so important a 
duty. 

As in all expositions of any service in our 
pure and primitive Church, it is very desi- 
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rable that order and arrangement be duly 
observed, I shall now, my dearest child take 
each part of the service of Confirmation a^ 
set forth in the Book of Common Prayer, 
for there can be no doubt that the framers 
of the Liturgy had good and sufficient 
reason for all their directions, both as to the 
order and manner in which every service 
should be performed 



THE ORDER OF CONFIRMATION. 

BUBRIO. 

" Upon the day appointed, aU that are to he then Con- 
farmed, being placed and ttanding in order before the 
Bishop, he (or some other minister appointed by hknj 
shall read the Preface folkmng, 

^* To the end that Confinoatioii may be ministered to 
the more edifying of such as shall receive it^ the 
Church hath thought good to order^ that none here- 
after shall be Confirmed, but such as can say the 
Oreed^ the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Command-* 
menta ; and can also answer to sueh other questions as 
in the short Catechism are contained, which order is 
very convenient to be observed ; to the end, that 
children, being now come to the years of discretion, 
and having learned what their God&thers and God- 
mothers promised for them in Baptism, they may 
themselves, with their own mouth and consent, 
openly before the Church, ratify and confirm the 
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same^ and also promise that, by the grace of God, 
they will evermore endeavour themselves feithf ally to 
observe such things, as they, by their own confession^ 
have assented unto." 

This preface, with which the office begins, 
was only a Kubiic in all the old Common 
Prayer Books, but, at the last review, was 
changed into a preface, to be directed to 
those who should offer themselves to be con- 
firmed, that so the Church might be sure 
they were apprized of the qualifications re- 
quisite to this holy ordinance, and of the 
solemn engagements on which they were 
going to enter. The Church of England is 
so fax from esteeming « ignorance to be the 
"mother of devotion,^' that she employs 
every possible endeavour to make each of her 
offices properly understood. The preface is 
composed with great plainness and simpli- 
city, and addressed to those who are to be 
confirmed. They are taught in it what are 
the two great objects of the rite of ConfiLrm- 
ation : first, that they may, with their own 
mouths and consent, ratify and confirm their 
Baptismal covenant ; and, secondly, that 
they solemnly engage evermore to endea- 
vour faithfully to perform their part of the 
covenant. 
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RUBBIO. 

'< Then shall the Bishop say: — 

" Do ye here, in the presence of God and of this congre- 
gation, renew the solemn promise and yow that was 
made in your name at your Baptism ; ratifying and 
confirming the same in your own persons, and 
acknowledging yourselves bound to believe, and to 
do, all those things, which your Godfathers and God- 
mothers then undertook for you ? 

"-4«c? every one shall audibly answer : — 

« I do." 

The end of Confirmation being pre- 
viously made known, the Bishop here de- 
mands of the candidates an assurance that 
they will comply with it, asking them, in 
the presence of God and the congregation, 
whether they will renew their Baptismal 
covenant vow, and ratify the same in their 
own persons. 

To this, every one to be confirmed, as a 

token of his assent, is audibly to answer, 
" I do." Now, the things promised in their 
names were, to renounce whatever God had 
forbidden, to believe what He had taught, 
and to practice what he had conmianded ; 
and great cause have they to answer that 
they do, for doing it is a duty on which their 
eternal felicity peculiarly depends. It may 
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be here observed, that our first parents, 
even while they were innocent, had no title 
to happiness or existence but firom God's 
good pleasure ; when they fell, they lost that 
title. 

This sad state, we fail not from our first 
use of reason to make worse, in a greater or 
less degree, by actual transgressions, and so 
personally deserve the displeasure, instead of 
fevour, of Him who made us. Yet we know 
that, as He is merciful. He wiU, on our re- 
pentance, forgive us. But, then, as He is 
also just and .nse, aad the Ruler of the 
world, we could never know with certainty 
what His justice aad wisdom, and the honour 
of His Government might require of Him 
with respect to sinners ; whether He would 
pardon grievous offences at all, and whether 
He would reward those whom He might be 
pleased not to pimish. But, most happily, 
the Revelation of His holy Word has cleared 
up all these doubts and diflSculties of im- 
assisted reason, and offered to the worst of 
sinners, on faith and repentance, a covenant 
of pardon for sins past, assistance against sin 
for the ftiture, and eternal life in return for 
a sincere, though imperfect, obedience. 

The method of entering into this oov^ 
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nant, is the acknowledgment of the mys- 
terioTis union of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost, and of the distinct offices 
which they have undertaken for our salva- 
tion, together with a faithful engagement of 
paying suitable regard to each of them. If 
we neglect or renounce the covenant, we 
remain in our sins, and Christ shall " profit 
" us nothing/' (Gal. v. 2.) The more to en- 
courage young persons to enter into this 
covenant, they should consider that they 
are entering into a world of temptation with 
no experience and little knowledge to guard 
them, and much youthftd rashness to expose 
them. The authority of others over them is 
beginning to lessen, their own passions to 
increase, " evil conununications'^ to have 
great opportunities of "corrupting good 
manners,'^ (1 Cor. xv, 33,) and strong im- 
pressions of one kind or another to be made 
on them very soon. What, then, can be 
more necessary or more likely to preserve 
their innocence, to form the most dehberate 
resolutions of acting right, and to declare 
them in a manner thus adapted to move 
them, at the timey and be remembered q/ler- 
wardsy than to pronounce a solemn resolu- 
tion in the presence of God, and of a large 
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congregation of his people ? They are to 
answer to the Bishop's question as if in the 
presence of God, and they also, in the fece 
of the congregation, renew the solemn pro- 
mise and vow made at their Baptism, " I do." 
If they make the answer which is directed 
without sincerity, it is lying to God ; if they 
make it without attention, it is trifling with 
Him. 

Utter them, then, my dearest child, with 
the truest seriousness, call them often to 
your mind, and fix in your soul, as a certain 
truth, that, if breaking a solehm promise to 
men be a sin, breaking that which you 
make thus deliberately to Grod will be un» 
speakably greater. After persons, by the 
solemn assertion, " I do," have ratified their 
vows, prayers are offered up thfijt God would 
cor^rm and strengthen them inxheir good 
purpose ; on which account, the- service is 
called Confirmation. 

BUBBIO. 

^ The Bishop. Our hdpis in the name of the Lord ; 

^'Antwer. Who hath made heaven and earth. 

*' Bishop. Blessed be the name of the Lord ; 

** Answer. Henoeforth, world without end. 

*< Bishop. Lord, hear our prayers. 

** Answer. And let our prayer come unto Thee." 
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These three short verdcles and responses 
between the Bishop and the congregation 
are a proper preparation for the following 
solemnity. They are taken out of the Book 
of Fsahns, though the last of them has been 
varied since the First Book of King Edward, 
in which was the salutation of "The Lord 
" be with you.*' The Scripture teaches, and 
sad experience proves, that « of ourselves we 
•can do nothing," (John xv. 5 ;) that we 
are not sufficient (2 Cor, iii. 5) for the dis- 
charge of our duty without God^s continual 
aid ; and as none can have reason to expect 
help but those who earnestly desire it, so 
has He required us to ask in pray^, and 
promised to give His Holy Spirit to those 
that do so. The pious ejaculations, there'* 
fore, begin as they ought, by acknowledging 
in Scripture language, that oinr " help is in 
"the Name of the Lord," who hath made 
heaven and earth. (Psalm cxxiv. 8.) It is 
not in man to direct his steps. (Jer. x 
23 ;) but his Creator only can preserve him. 
We go on to pronounce the name of the 
Lord blessed, henceforth, world without end, 
for his readiness to bestow on us the grace 
we want; aad, lastly, in confidence of His 
goodness, we entreat Him to hear our 
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prayer, and let our cry come unto Him. 
(Psalm cii. 1.) 

BUBBIO. 

" The Bishop. Let us pray. 

** Almighty and overliving God, who has vouchsafed 
to regenerate these thy servants by Water and the 
Holy Ghost, and hast given unto them forgiveness of 
all their sins ; Strengthen them, we beseech Thee, 
Lord, with the Holy Ghost the Comforter, and daily 
increase in them thy manifold gifts of grace ; th9 
spirit of wisdom and understanding ; the spirit of 
counsel and ghostly strength : the spirit of knowledge 
and true godliness; and fill them, Lord, with the 
spirit of thy holy fear, now and for ever. Anient 

Before the Imposition of Hands, prayer 
was always made for the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, and, according to the opinion of 
Christian antiquity, a more abundant in- 
crease of grace was vouchsafed at Confirm- 
ation, and additional strength was given. 
Let no one, however, misunderstand this so 
as to delude himself with a fatal imagination, 
that anything said over him can possibly 
convey to him a pardon of sins for which he 
is not truly penitent. We only acknow- 
ledge with due thankfulness, that God has 
done his part; but which of the congre- 
gation have done theirs, their own con- 
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sciences must tell them. We perceive in the 
prayer, that the Bishop entreats for the per^ 
sons before him, that God would strengthen 
them against all temptations, and support 
them under all afflictions, by the Holy 
Ghost the Comforter, and daily increase in 
them the manifold gifts of gx^^Hchgifts 
are en\iinerated in seven paxticnlaxs taken 
from the prophet Isaiah (xi. 2), by whom 
they are ascribed to our blessed Redeemer : 
and we read in PhiKppians ii. 5, that the 
same mind ought to be in ns which was in 
Christ Jesus. Now the blessed gifts for 
which the Bishop prays, in behalf of his 
fellow Christians, are " a spirit of wisdom," 
to aim at the right end — ^the salvation of 
their souls ; and " of understanding," to 
pursue it by right means ; " of counsel," to 
form good purposes ; and of spiritual 
strength, to execute them ; of useful know- 
ledge in the doctrines of religion, and true 
godliness disposing them to a proper use of 
it ; and, lastly, that they may be filled with 
the " spirit of God^s holy fear," with that 
reverence of Him, as the greatest, purest, 
and best of beings, the rightful Proprietor 
and just Judge of aU, which will effectually 
excite them to whatever they are concerned 

E 
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to believe and to do. " The fear of the Lord 
" is the beginning of wisdom." (Psalm iii. 
10.) What a wide signification, this 
prayer ! that they may be wise and appre- 
hensive, prudent aiid courageous, discreet in 
their choice, devout in their duties, pious in 
their lives ; and if these can be obtained, 
we may be assured all graces will spring firom 
these roots— charity, the love of God, 
humiUty, watchfulness, feith and holiness, 
meekness and patience, temperance and 
chastity, and all other inestimable gifts. 

BUBBIO. 

'' Then all of them in, order kneeling before the Bishop, 
he shall lay his hand vpon the head of every one 
severally, saying: 

" Defend, Lord, this thy Child [or this thy Servant] 
with Thy heavenly grace, that he may continue 
Thine for ever; and daily increase in Thy Holy 
Spirit more and more, until he come unto Thy ever- 
lasting kingdom. Amen." 

This is one of the most ancient ceremonies, 
and has always been used to denote the bless- 
ing pronoimced to those particular persons 
on whom the hands are laid, and to import 
that the persons who thus lay on their hands, 
act and bless by Divine authority. Thus, 
Jacob blessed Ephraim and Manasses, not as 
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a parent only, but as a prophet. (Gen. 
xlviii. 14.) Moses laid his hands on Joshua 
by express commandment from God, and as 
supreme minister over his people (N\imb. 
xxvii. 18) ; and thus our blessed Lord, whilst 
in his state of humiliation, laid his hands 
on little children and blessed them. The 
Apostles, from so ancient a custom, and so 
universal a practice, continued the rite of 
imposition of hands for communicating the 
Holy Spirit in Confirmation, which was so 
constantly and regularly observed by them, 
that St. Paul calls the whole office " laying 
" on of hands." Thus it appears to have been 
derived from the pious and simple practice 
of the patriarchs, to have been preserved 
among the usages of the Jews, adopted and 
authorized by our blessed Saviour, employed 
by the Apostles, and continued in the Church 
to the present times. 

But though the laying on of hands is a 
token that Bishops act in this office by 
Divine authority, yet, at the same time, they 
sue to Heaven for the blessing they bestow, 
in humble acknowledgment that the precious 
gifts conferred are not the ejffect of their own 
power or holiness, but of the abundant mercy 
and favour of Him who is the only fountaiii 
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of all goodness and grace. Under a due 
sense of this, even the Apostles themselves, 
when they laid their hands upon the Sama- 
ritans, prayed that they might receive the 
Holy Ghost. (Acts viii. 15.) And after 
their example do their successors with us 
pray that the persons on whom they lay 
their hands may be defended with the 
heavenly grace of God, and continue his for 
ever, and daily increase in his Holy Spirit 
more and more, imtil He come unto his ever- 
lasting kingdom. Now the party confirmed 
ought cheerfully to hope that this prayer 
win be accepted, and, while the Bishop's 
hand is over his head, to implore that God 
" will keep him in the shadow of his hand'' 
(Isaiah xlix. 2), that the Lord will stretch 
out his hand to defend him against all his 
spiritual enemies, knowing that, if he keep 
close to God, " none can pluck him out of his 
" hand." (John xxviii. 29.) 

The laying on of the hand naturally ex- 
presses good will and good wishes in the 
person who does it, aad, in the present case, 
is further intended, as we find in one of the 
following prayers, " to certify those" to whom 
it is done of God's favour and gracious good- 
ness towards them ; of which goodness they 
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will certainly feel the effects, provided they 
preserve a title to his care by a proper care 
of themselves. This, it must be owned, is 
a truth ; and we may as innocently signify 
it by this sign as by any other, or as by any 
words to the same purpose. Further efficacy 
is not to be ascribed to it, nor are you to 
look on bishops as having or claiming a 
power to confer blessings arbitrarily on 
whom they please, but only as petitioning 
God for that blessing from above which He 
alone can give, and you may justly hope 
mU give, the rather for the prayers of those 
whom He hath placed over his people, xmless 
your own unworthiness prove an impedi- 
ment. Not that you are to expect, on the 
performance of this good office, any sudden 
and sensible change in your heart, giving 
you all at once a remarkable strength or 
comfort in piety which you never felt before; 
but you may reasonably promise yourself, 
from going through it with a proper dis- 
position, greater measures of such Divine 
assistance as will be needful for your support 
and growth in every virtue of a Christian 
life ; and, so far from decaying, daily increase 
in his Holy Spirit, that is, in the fruits of the 
Spirit — ^piety and virtue — ^more and more. 
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making greater and qmcker advances in 
them as life goes on, imtil you come to that 
decisive hour, when your portion shall be 
unchangeable in God's everlasting kingdom. 

BUBBIC. 

^< Then thaU the JBishop say, 

" The Lord be with you. 

*^ Answer. And with thy spirit. 

^^And (aU kneeling dovm) the Bishop shall add, 

" Let us pray. 

"Our Father, which art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy 
Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses. As we forgive 
them that trespass against us. And lead us nbt into 
temptation ; But deliver us from evil. Amen. 

And this Collect. 

" Almighty and overliving God, who makest us both to 
will and to do those things that be good and accept- 
able imto Thy divine Majesty ; We make our humble 
supplications unto Thee for these Thy servants, upon 
whom (after the example of Thy holy apostles) we 
have now laid our hands, to certify them (by this sign) 
of Thy feivour and gracious goodness towards them. 
Let Thy fatherly hand, we beseech Thee, ever be 
over them ; let Thy Holy Spirit ever be with them ; 
and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of 
Thy Word, that in the end they may obtain ever- 
lasting life; through our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
with Thee and the Holy Ghost liveth and reigneth, 
ever one God, world without end. Amen." 
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An additional collect was added at the Res- 
toration, and taken from those that are placed 
at the end of the Communion-Office, that 
God would direct, sanctify, and govern both 
our souls and bodies in the ways of his laws, 
and in the works of his commandments. 

" Almighty Lord, and everlasting God, vouchsafe, we 
beseech Thee, to direct, sanctify, and govern, both 
our hearts and bodies, in the ways of Thy laws, and 
in the works of Thy commandments ; that, through 
Thy most mighty protection, both here and ever, we 
may be preserved in body and soul; through our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen." 

In the first of these collects, the Bishop, 
considering from whom all gifts and graces 
come, prays that the Hand and Spirit of 
God may continue with the confirmed, the 
one to assist them in the understanding, the 
other to help them in the performance of the 
divine Will, till they come to everlasting 
happiness. The Word of God shows us the 
way to Heaven ; the Spirit makes us to 
understand and obey its directions. 

BUBBIO. 

^ Then the Bishop shall bless theniy saying thus, 

'<The Blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, be upon you, and remain with 
you for ever. Amen." 



72 



The Blessing concludes all ofl&ces, and 
particularly ought to end this ; because, as 
an old writer observes, it is the epitome of 
the whole administration, which is only a 
more solemn benediction. 

I have now, my beloved child, gone 
through the Order of Confirmation, as set 
forth in the Book of Common Prayer, and 
have endeavoured to explain its meaning, 
and its scriptural authority. You must not, 
however, indulge a hope that Baptism, or 
Confirmation, or the prayers of the Bishop, 
or the Church, will be of real service, unless 
you ratify your vows in a firm belief in 
Christ, and in deep humility of heart. You 
must now use all diligence, and press forward 
in the Christian course. Remember, I be- 
seech you, that our present life is repre- 
sented in Scripture as a warfare, a race, and 
a combat; and that constant and fervent 
prayer for God's assisting grace is both a 
privilege and a duty. We are taught that 
religion is 'progressive ; that we must grow 
in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ (2 Pet. iii. 18)> 
not accoimting ourselves to have already 
sufl&ciently attained, but that we must press 
forward to, the prize of our high calling in 
Christ Jesus. (Phil. iii. 14.) 
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May the Holy Spirit guide and uphold 
your paths, and lead you into all truth ! 
" May the God of peace sanctify you wholly, 
" that you may become a follower of them 
" who, through feith and patience, inherit 
"the promises/' 

I am ever, my very dear Child, 

Yoiu* most affectionate Father, 

G. S. 

F. Jf., Gloucestershire. 
1841. 



A SHORT EXPOSITION 



OP 



THE ORDER FOR THE 



BURIAL OF THE DEAD, 



WITH A VIEW TO 



THE IMPROVEMENT AND CONSOLATION 



OF THE LIVING. 



" All heads musi come 

To the cold tomb j 
Only the actions of the just 
Smell sweet, and blossom from the dust." 

Shirley, 1660. 
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My soul inspired with holy flame, 



View and review, with most regardful eye, 
That holy cross whence thy salvation came, 
On which thy Saviour and thy sin did die." 

Sir Henry Wotton, 1640. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



There are several well-knowu and distiii- 
guished writers on the Rites and Ceremonies 
of the Church. The subject has engaged 
the labours of Comber, Wheatly, Nichok, 
Shepherd, and the present Bishop of Down 
and Connor. Archdeacon Berens, also, in 
his Lectures on the Offices of the Church of 
England (referring his readers for fuU inform- 
ation to the works I have mentioned), has 
given a practical and devotional tendency 
to those offices, in his usual calm and 
Christian spirit. " Miller's Christian Guide 
" for Plain People," in a portion of which 
the offices of the Church are treated of as 
" a rule of life,'' may well be consulted by all 
who love and value a candid and judicious 
expounder of scripttiral truths. The present 
little imdertaking is confined to one ojffice 
only, and it is that for the Burial of -the 
Dead. The remarks which follow, as the 
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different parts of the service fall under re- 
view, lay no claim to originality, being for 
the most part taken from other writers, but 
selected, arranged, and, above all, compressed 
in a form which the CompUer hopes wiU be 
considered as not without its use, particu- 
larly for the least instructed. 

The applications made are of the same 
character, being chiefly culled from well- 
known authors, attention being always 
directed to their harmony with the Word of 
God. 

Nor are the selections made only from 
Divines of the Establishment ; for there are 
some of a different persuasion, of whom (as 
was justly observed by Johnson, in his life 
of Watts — and with his name I would asso- 
ciate Doddridge and several others), "Happy 
" that reader whose mind is disposed by the 
" perusal of their works to imitate them in 
all but their nonconformity, in their bene- 
"volence to man, and their reverence to 
" God.^^ We may, I think, sometimes avail 
ourselves of their able writings, and always 
of their excellent examples. 

The cause of pure and genuine Christ- 
ianity is ever promoted, especially where 
there is agreement in essentials, by concilia- 
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tory language and courteous intercourse 
with those (happily many are the living in- 
stances of such intercourse) who, on some 
few minor points, very honestly hold dif- 
ferences of opinion. 

The attempt is to tie together in a smaU 
compass the various contributions of dif- 
ferent authors, without assigning to ^ach 
his separate portion, and on this point it may 
be worthy of remark, that when Archdeacon 
Berens says, and says truly, that Wheatly 
has borrowed much from Comber, and, in- 
deed,, often taken word for word, the Bishop 
of Down feels himself obliged to put their 
names together at the end of several notes, 
without any attempt to assign to the one or 
the other his exact and distinct portion ; 
indeed^ Wheatly himself professes to deliver 
the substance of everything Liturgical in 
Bishop Sparrow, Mr. L'Estrange, Dr. 
Comber^ Dr. Nichols, and all former Bitu- 
aJists smd Commentators. 

It must be distinctly understood in all 
comments on the office for the Burial of the 
Dead, that the whole service proceeds upon 
an idea that the person buried has died in 
commxmion with the Church ; yet, as 
parents often feel most acutely pained when 
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their children die unbaptized and the minis- 
ter declines to perform the usual ceremony, 
it should be observed that the Church does 
not determine anything concerning the 
future state of the departed, before they are 
admitted to baptism, but only that the 
minister is not authorized by her sanction to 
perform the rite. There are two other 
causes of exclusion from participation in the 
service, mentioned in the first rubric of the 
Book of Common Prayer ; but ecclesiastical 
discipline is not now exercised in the rigour 
of former times, and no one can reasonably 
expect, or, I should think, reasonably desire, 
its revival. 

It only remains for me to observe that, 
after some few Remarks on Reverence for 
the Bodies of the Dead and on Interment, 
the office under consideration will be divided 
into three sections. First, the introductory 
sentences when the body is brought into the 
churchyard ; next, the service in the church ; 
and, lastly, the service at the grave ; in all 
and each of which will be found much closely 
applicable^ to the living, and well adapted 
for the improvement of the mind, and for 
the consolation of the heart. The subject is 
one, which, if duly considered, is capable of 
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affording comfort at a season when comfort 
is usually most wanted, and most sought 
for ; and if the period be improved, as by 
earnest prayer, and the diligent study of 
the Word of God, the anxious inquirer may 
lay hold on that rod and that staff which 
will guide and support him when passing 
through the valley of the shadow of death. 



ON REVERENCE FOR 
THE BODIES OF THE DEAD, &c. 



^ 



The care of dead bodies has been in all 
ages considered an act of religions duty ; the 
Heathens called it a law of the immortal 
Gods ; and the Romans especially had a pe- 
culiar Deity to preside over this very proper 
act of decency. The Athenians were so 
strict, that they would not admit any to be 
magistrates who had not taken care of their 
parents^ sepulture, and beheaded one of 
their generals, after he had gained a victory, 
for throwing the dead bodies of the slain, 
during a tempest, into the sea ; and Plu- 
tarch relates, that before they engaged with 
the Persians ; they took a solemn oath, that, 
if they were conquerors, they would bury 
their foes; this being a privilege which 
even an enemy hath a right to, as being a 
debt which is owing to humanity. The ^ra/Sr 
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tice of burning bodies was of great antiquity, 
and of no slender extent ; most customs are 
founded upon some reason, and it appears 
that a purifying virtue was supposed to 
exist in fire.* The Jewish nation sometimes 
admitted this practice, for the men of Jabesh 
burnt the body of Saul, 1 Sam. xxxi. 12, 
and, to avoid contagion or pollution, in time 
of pestilence, burnt the bodies of their 
Mends, or used great burnings near and 
about them, erecting a Pyre. The curious 
reader wiU find much original and very in- 
teresting matter on Cremation in Sir Thomas 
Brown^s works, under the head of Hydrio- 
taphia.\ 

Christians, indeed, have given their bodies 
to be burnt in their lives, but properly sub- 
mitted to the sentence of God, that they 
should return again unto dust conformably 
to the practice of the Patriarchs, the inter- 
ment of our Saviour, of Peter, Paul, and 
the aaicient maxtyrs. 

* Indian Bradmuns often burnt themselves alive, and thought 
it the noblest way to end their days. 

t The Author, since this short Exposition went to press, 
understands, though he has not himself seen the work, that an 
interesting account of the modes and places of sepulture among 
ancient nations, and among the early Christians, together with 
a Commentary on the Office for the Burial of the Dead, has been 
very recently published by the Rev. W. Greswell, in 2 vols. 8vo, 
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All civilized nations have agreed in per- 
forming some funeral rites or other ; the 
most ancient manner of burying was in the 
earth, and some heathens have, by the light 
of nature, called it being hid in our mother^s 
lap. Interment, or inclosing the dead body 
in the grave, was used anciently by the 
Egyptians, and other nations of the East ; 
so also was embalming, and mummies are 
fi^uently found to this day, though some 
of them have lain three thousand years in 
their graves. The same practice of burying 
was used by the Patriarchs, and their suc- 
cessors the Jews. Sepulchres were provided, 
and funerals performed ynth. an officious 
piety; the burning of odours and spices 
about the bodies was sometimes adopted by 
the latter, and also in after times by the 
Christian Church. 

Without enlarging upon the ancient man- 
ner of burial in other particulars, it may be 
here noted, that the body of the deceased 
Christian was first washed (Acts ix, 37), and 
sometimes embalmed with great cost and 
care, and being decently wrapped in fine 
linen, and dressed for the grave, it was 
put into a coffin, and brought forth by the 
friends ; and if the person was of great sane- 
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tity, it was carried on the shoulders of priests 
or bishops towards the church or cemetery 
where it was to be laid. The ceremony 
should always be performed with due solem- 
nity ; though expensive pomp is unseemly, 
yet should we give all the expressions of a 
decent respect : the everlasting commenda- 
tion of her who spent three hundred penny- 
worth of spikenard to anoint our blessed 
Saviour's body to the bunal has ever been 
thought suflScient ground and encourage- 
ment for the carefiil and decent sepulture of 
Christians. As our bodies are one day to 
be awakened from the sleep of death, and 
the partakers of immortal glory are to be 
fashioned like to the glorious body of Christ, 
and even in the state of death are under the 
care and protection of a Divine providence, 
they must be worthy our most reverential 
regard. Distinct and sacred peaces also have 
usually been set apart for burial. The Jews 
being forbid to touch or come near any dead 
body, had their sepulchres without the city ; 
and from them it is probable the Greeks and 
Romans derived the law of burying without 
the walls. For this reason the Christians, 
so long as the law was in force throughout 
the Roman empire, were obliged, in com- 
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pliance with it, to bury their dead without 
the gates of the city, a custom which pre- 
vailed here in England tiU about the middle 
of the eighth century, when a dispensation 
was obtained for making church-yards within 
the walls. After churches were built, no 
bodies were suffered to be buried in them, 
but contiguous places were appropriated to 
this use, which, from the metaphor of sleep, 
by which death in the sacred Scriptures is 
so often described, were called csemeteries, 
or sleeping-places. The first that we read 
of as buried anywhere else was ConstaQtine 
the Great, to whom it was indulged, as a 
singular honour, to be buried in the church- 
porch; nor were any of the Eastern Em- 
perors, for several centuries afterwards, 
admitted to be buried any nearer to the 
church ; and. even in our own church an 
Archbishop of Canterbury was only buried 
within the church, because the porch was 
fvU with six of his predecessors that had 
been buried there befora In later times 
the practice has been allowed to those who 
can pay for it, and a faculty or license 
from the Judge of the ordinary court has, , 
with the consent of the parties interested, 
been often obtained, appropriating to any 
G 
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person and his heirs a vault, or a place 
of burial, in a church for ever. Impro- 
priators likewise have, in some parish 
churches, the sole and exclusive right of 
burying in the chancel, or vault formed 
under the chancel ; but since all cannot pur- 
chase the privHege, nor the churches contain 
all, ground round the church, or a church- 
yard, was enclosed, where the parishioners 
are entitled to burial by the civil law of 
common right. Wherever the grave is, how- 
ever, the minister is to go before to conduct 
and^introduce, as it were, the corpse of the 
deceased irito the house of rest. 



A SHORT EXPOSITION ^ 
OF THE BURIAL SERVICE. 



BUBBIO. 



The Priest and Clerks, meeting the Corpse at the 
entrance of the Chwrch^ardy andgovng before it, either 
into the Church, or towards the grave, shall say or 
sing, 

'' I am the resurrection and the life, saith the Lord ; 
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live ; and whosoever liveth and believeth in 
me shall never die." — St. John xi. 25, 26. 

These words were spoken at first by the 
blessed Jesus as He was going to the grave 
of a beloved friend, with intent to comfort a 
pions mourner. Poor Martha^s affection and 
sorrow for her brother had almost swallowed 
up her faith in Jesus, and it is not unusual 
for the same passions stiU to prevail to the 
same excessive degree ; but our Lord here 
comforts both her and us, by reminding us 
of His omnipotence and absolute power to 

raise the dead and restore them to life, as 
weU in a natural as spiritual sense. If, 
then, we can but recover the exercise of our 
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faith, we shall be much more at ease, as re- 
membering that the soul of our deceased 
friend, though parted from the body, is still 
aJive, and that even his corpse which we 
follow shall live again as soon as Christ 
shall call it. In Him, and through His 
mediation, all the dead shall rise again ; He 
is the Author of the Resurrection — ^it wiU 
be effected by His power — and His salvation 
alone will render it a blessing. He is also 
the Fountain and Giver of life, temporal, 
spiritual, and eternal, and no man can have 
it but by Him, and from Him. He, there- 
fore, that by virtue of his union with Christ 
believes in Him, though he be dead, yet 
shall he, ere long, live again, and his reani- 
mated body shall be again united to that 
soul which, in its separate state, continues its 
dependence on Christ's power and fitithful- 
ness ; and every one that thus lives and be- 
lieves shall never die ; death shall be so dis- 
armed and transformed, that it shall hardly 
deserve that name ; the body only resting 
in the grave till Christ comes to awaken it 
to life and vigour. Let, then, the considera- 
tion, that the departed are to arise in the 
resurrection at the last day, moderate our 
sorrow for their removal, and forbid our 
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mourning as others that have no hope. Let 
lis trust our friends with Him who is the 
resurrection and the life, believing that the 
separations He appoints are kind and merci- 
ful ; and let our pain and regret be so at- 
tempered as to improve the heart. True, 
we must seek the Lord in behalf of our 
friends and relations, when they are sick and 
afflicted, but we must leave the event, in 
himible submission and implicit faith, to 
His unerring wisdom. In one way or 
other, the sicknesses of those whom He 
loves will be to the glory of God, and their 
own good. 

In truth, we ought to be willing to live 
or die, to pass through any temporal suffer- 
ing, or to part with our dearest relatives, 
when God's glory requires it ; for that can- 
not be separated from the real and enduring 
advantage of those whom He loves any 
more than the glory of the Father can be 
separated from that of His beloved Son. 
But we cannot judge of His love to us by 
outward dispensations. His ways are not as 
our ways, but infinitely above them, and He 
sees good to prove the faith of His people by 
afflictions and losses. We must, therefore, 
learn to walk by faith, and to wgdt for him 
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in patience, and with persevering faith, and 
hope, and fervent prayer. 

The next passage is one of those in which 
Job, that great pattern of resignation, ex- 
presses his religious hope and confidence in 
God. 

" I know that mj Redeemer liveth, and that He shall 
stand at the latter day upon the earth. And though 
after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my 
flesh shall T see God ; whom I shall see for myself, 
and mine eyes shall behold, and not another." — 
Job xix. 2o— 27. 

The Book of Job contains so many lively 
descriptions of the miseries of human life, 
and the felicity of a religious and holy death, 
that it has always been esteemed of appro- 
priate use in this service. The old trans- 
lation of these verses, which was retained 
in this office till the last review, was as 
follows : " I know that my Redeemer liveth, 
" and that I shall rise out of the earth, and 
" shall be covered again with my skin, and 
"shall see God in my flesh; yea, that I 
"myself shall behold him, not with other, 
" but with these same eyes,"' — ^and in this 
sense it is an admirable consolation for all 
that mourn for the loss of friends, — namely, 
to believe with holy Job that the same 
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person we are now laying in the earth, there 
to crumble and moulder into dust, shaU, in 
due time, by the power of God, arise from 
his grave and live again ; we lose, indeed, 
the sight of him for a season, but we know 
that Jesus our Redeemer liveth, who will 
raise us all from the dust, when both our 
friends and we shall behold him ; and, we 
may reasonably hope and believe, know and 
distinguish each other again with these very 
eyes — ^and, surely, if He, who lived among 
the Gentiles before the revelation of Christi- 
anity, could sustain his spirit with the hopes 
of a resurrection, it will be no small reproach 
to us, who have fuller assurance, to be slow 
in our belief. Job was assured that the 
promised seed of the woman, who was to 
assume the nature of man, to ransom sinners, 
and to restore to them their forfeited inhe- 
ritance, was his Redeemer. He was con- 
scious that he embraced the promise of his 
coming, and expected salvation through 
him. He had no doubt that he was at that 
time a living Redeemer ; which accords with 
the words of Jesus, " before Abraham was, 
" / am^ He believed also that he would 
stand at the latter day upon the earth ; that, 
in the fulness of time, he would appear as 
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the seed of the woman to bruise the ser- 
pent's head, while his own heel would be 
crushed ; that, after his resurrection, he 
would stand up as the first-finits of them 
that sleep in the dust of the earth, and that 
at the last day he would appear as the Judge 
of the world, to raise the dead, to destroy 
the earth, and to complete the redemption 
of his people, He believed that he should 
certainly behold this Redeemer for himself, 
as his portion and feHcity, not only as the 
object of mental contemplation, but with 
his own eyes, in his own body, raised from 
the dead, and not in another. All this he 
firmly beUeved, and assuredly hoped for. 

No true believer, then, will in any possible 
case be left entirely comfortless ; the long- 
expected Redeemer once stood upon the 
earth in human nature as our surety, to 
ransom our souls by his precious blood ; and 
we are assured that in Heaven " He ever 
"liveth to make intercession for us," and 
that, at the last day, he will again appear in 
glory to raise the dead and to judge the 
world ; at that solemn season all his enemies 
shaU weep and wail becatise of him ; but 
his people, raised up incorruptible, immortal, 
and glorious, shall see him as their God and 
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and Savibur, for themsdve&^ in their own 
persons, and for their complete felicity ; 
being made like him, and admitted to be 
for ever with him. Let ns then give dili- 
gence that we may be assured he is our 
Redeemer, and that we shall be " numbered 
" with his saints in glory everlasting/^ 

In the ptospect of this happy consumma- 
tion, let us solace our minds imder the pres- 
sure of sickness or poverty, the unkindness 
of friends or relatives, and in the prospect 
of death and the grave, " for though after 
" our skin worms destroy this body, yet in our 
"flesh shall we see God/^ These faithful 
sayings are most durably and legibly written 
in the Bacred scriptures ; may they be en- 
graven by the Holy Spirit upon the tablets 
of our hearts, that our assured faith and 
hope may unite with love and gratitude, to 
produce devoted obedience and patient sub- 
mission to the Lord. 

" We brought nothing into this world, and it is certain 
we can carry nothing out ; the Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away ; blessed be the name of the 
Lord."— 1 Tim. vi. 7. Job. i. 21. 

As worldly considerations are sometimes 
apt to intrude even upon such solemn occa* 
sions, these passages of Holy Writ ^x^ n^stj 
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suitably selected, and we may be well re- 
minded also ctf what we may read of man's 
state in Ecclesiastes or the Preacher v. 1 5 
" As he came forth of his mother's womb, 
" naked shall he return, to go as he came, and 
" shall take nothing of his labour, which he 
" may carry away in his hand." " When 
" he dieth," saith the Psalmist, /■" he shall 
"carry nothing away with him, neither 
" shall his pomp follow him/' — Psalm xlix. 1 7. 
It is the truest wisdom to accustom our 
minds to such reflections as these, for we 
brought nothing into the world along with 
us, but were thrown naked upon the indul- 
gent provision which our gracious Creator 
has been pleased to make for us, and it 
is evident that, whatever treasures we 
may amass, nothing can be carried away, 
but that we must, in a little time, return to 
the dust, stripped of all, as we see the new- 
born race of human creatures rising naked 
into the world ; we see death stripping the 
rich, the noble, and the powerful, and re- 
turning them naked to the dust ; this shoiold 
teach us to seek earnestly for heavenly trea- 
sures, and exercise ourselves strenuously in 
that noble and generoTis conflict to which 
we are called, so as to lay hold on the crown 
of eternal life. 
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BUBBIO. 

AfUr they art come into the Church, shall be read one or 
both of these Psalrris following, 

Dixij Cuitodiam* Psalm xxxix. 

Bishop Horsley says, " It is a penitential 
"meditation on the vanity of the present life ; 
" it seemsj^ot to be appropriated to any par- 
"ticnlar person." 

I have chosen to prefix Bishop Home's 
Argument, and to insert his Commentary, 
becaiise I consider him more practical and 
less critical than Bishop Horsley. 

PSALM XXXIX. 

(The Prophet, in a state of distress and persecution, deter- 

mineth, 1—3, to be watchful and silent, as our blessed Lord 

also was, before his enemies. 4. He prayeth for a due sense of 

the shortness of human life ; and after meditating, 5 — 6, on that 

subject^ fixeth all his fftith and hope in God, 7, whom he en- 

treateth, but with submission to His will, 8 — 10, for the remission 

of sin, and alleviation of misery. 11. From a view of the 

human body weariog away by sickness, he breaketh out, 12 — 13, 

into a most fervent and affectionate prayer, which ought to be 

continually in the mouth of the Christian upon earth. — ^This Psalm 

is, with the utmost propriety, appointed by the Church to be 

used at the burial of the dead, as a faneral is, indeed, the best 

comment upon it.] 

1. ** I said, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin 
not with my tongue ; I will keep my mouth with a 
bridle, while the wicked is before me.** 

The Psahn begins abruptly with the result of a meditation on 
the narrow, slippery, and daugerous paths of life; and more 
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especially on the extreme difficulty of restraining the tongue, 
amidst the continual temptations and provocations of the adver- 
sary. In these circumstances, ' watchfalness' and 'silence' are 
resolved on, as the only means of security. Let us behold the 
Lamb of God as our great pattern and example herein. 

2. " I was dumb with silence, I held my peace, even 
from good, and my sorrow was stirred." 

There is a time to keep silence, because there are men who will 
not hear ; there are tempers, savage and seqpial as those of 
swine, before whom evangelical pearls, or tiie treasures of 
heavenly wisdom, are not to be cast. This consideration stirreth 
up fresh grief and trouble, in a pious and charitable heart. How 
much more must it have done so in the soul of Him who lived 
and died only for the salvation of sinners ? 

3. " My heart was hot within me ; while I was 
musing the fire burned ; then spake I with my tongue." 

The fire of divine charity, thus prevented from diffusing itself, 
for the illumination and warmth of those around it, and, like 
other fire, rendered more intense by its confinement, presently 
ascended, in the flame of devotion, towards heaven ; while it 
continued to be fed and preserved in brightness aud vigour by 
meditation on the goodness of God, and the ingratitude of man, 
the transient miseries of time, and the durable glories of eternity. 

4. "Lord, make me to know mine end, and the 
measure of my days, what it is; that I may know how 
frail I aw." 

Wearied with the contradiction of sinners, and sickening at 
the prospect of so much wretchedness in the valley of weeping, 
the soul looks forward to her departure from hence, praying for 
such a sense of the shortness of human life as may enable her to 
bear the sorrows of this world, and excite her to prepare for the 
joys of a better. " faithless and perverse generation," saith 
even the meek and patient Jesus himself, " how long shall I be 
with you, how long shall I suffer you ?" — ^Matt. xvii. 17. 
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5. " Behold^ Thou hast made my days as an hand- 
breadth; and mine age is as nothing before Thee; 
verily every man at his best state, (Heb. settled,) is 
altogether vanity." 

The age of man, or that of the world, is but a ' span' in 
dimension, a moment in duration ; nay, it is less than both — ^it is 
' nothing,' if compared with the unmeasnrable extent, and the un- 
numbered days, of eternity ; every hour from that of our birth 
brings us so much nearer to our death ; nor can we continue, 
for a second of time, in one stay. Behold, then, O Lord, the 
' vanity' of man ; and be so merciful unto him, as to open his 
eyee, that he may behold it himself! 

6. " Surely every man walketh in a vain show," or 
in a shadowy image ; *' surely they are disquieted in 
vain ; he heapeth up riches^ and knoweth not who shall 
gather them." 

This world is, to the other, as a ' shadow' to the substance ; 
nay, temporal life, health, riches, honours, and pleasures, can 
hardly be called shadows of those which are eternal, in point of 
resemblance ; though, for their illusive and fleeting nature, they 
are shadows indeed. ' The mortal state of man is compounded 
of light and darkness ; seeming to be something, when really it 
18 nothing ; always altering, and ending on a sudden ; nearest 
to disappearing, when at full length ; sure to continue no longer 
than while the sun is above the horizon ; but liable to vanish at 
the interposition of a cloud ; and, when it is gone, leaving no 
track behind it.' The &te of riches heaped up by misers, with 
unutterable care and anxiety, may convince us, how 'vainly* men 
are ' disquieted !' 

7. "And now, Lord, what wait I for? My hope 
is in Thee." 

The soul, that hath a true sense of the vanity of the creature, 

will at once fix her thoughts and affections on the Creator. A 

celebrated writer, describing a man of the world on his death-bed, 

hath expressed this sentiment with wonderful sublimity and 

H 
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elegance: — 'Whoever would know how much piety and virtue 
surpass all external goods, might here have seen them weighed 
against each other, where all that gives motion to the active, 
and elevation to the eminent ; all that sparkles in the Qye of 
hope, and pants in the bosom of suspicion ; at onco becomes dust 
in the balance, without weight, and without regard. Biches, 
authority, and praise, lose all their influence, when they are con- 
sidered as riches, which to-morrow shall be bestowed upon 
another ; authority, which shall this night expire for ever ; and 
praise, which, however merited, or however sincere, shall, after 
a few moments, be heard no more/ 

8. "Deliver me from all my transgressions; make 
me not the reproach of the foolish.** 

Affliction hath then had its proper effect, when the sufferer is 
thereby convinced of sin, and therefore prayeth for a removal of 
the latter, as the only way to be delivered from the former. The 
' reproaches' of the foolish make no inconsiderable article in the 
account of a Christian's sufferings ; and our Lord frequently 
complaineth of them, in the Psalms, as one of the bitter in- 
gredients in his own cup. 

9. '* I was dumb, I opened not my mouth ; be- 
cause thou didst it." 

Whatever materials compose the rod of affliction, and from 
whatsoever quarter the stroke cometh, let us remember that the 
rod is grasped, and the stroke is inflicted, by the hand of our 
heavenly Father. To revenge ourselves on the instrument is 
folly ; to murmur against the agent is something worse. 

10. " Eemove thy stroke away from me ; I am con- 
sumed by the blow of thy hand." 

The Christian, who knows from whence his troubles proceed, 
knows where to apply for relief; and, having first 'petitioned' 
for remission of sin, ver. 8, he then humbly supplicates for a 
mitigation of his sorrow. ** Father," saith the beloved Son of 
God, " if thou be willing, remove this cup from me." Luke 
xxii. 42. 

11. ** When thou with rebukes dost correct man for 
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iniquity, thou makest his beauty," or all that is delight- 
ful, or desirable in him, '' to consume away like a moth ; 
surely every man is vanity." 

The body of man is as a ' garment' to the soul ; in this garment 
sin hath lodged a moth,' which, by degrees, fretteth and weareth 
away, first, the beauty, then the strength, and, finally, the 
contexture of its parts. Whoever has watched the progress of a 
consumption, or any other lingering distemper, nay, the slow 
and silent devastations of time alone, in the human frame, will 
need no further illustration of this just and affecting similitude : 
but will discern at once the propriety of the reflection which 
follows upon it : — " Surely every man is vanity !'* 

12. " Hear my prayer, Lord, and give ear unto 
'^7 cry ; hold not thy peace at my tears ; for / am 
a stranger with thee, and a sojourner, as all my &thers 

Meditation should terminate in devotion; and meditation on 
human vanity and misery, if indulged as it deserves to be, cer- 
tainly will do so ; it will bring us to our * prayers,* our ' cries,' 
and our ' tears ;' and teach us to address the throne of grace, as 
poor pilgrims in a strange land, who have here no abiding city, 
but are soon to strike our tents, and be gone for ever. Such was 
David, though King of Israel; and such was the Son of David 
in the body of his flesh, though Lord of all things : both were 
' strangers and sojourners, as all their ^Etthers,' Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, were before them, and as all their children have been 
and shall be after them, upon the earth. 

13. "0 spare me, that I may recover strength, be- 
fore I go hence, and be no more." 

Most fervently and affectionately, therefore, ought the 
Christian pilgrim to pray, that Grod would spare his life and 
respite the fatal sentence, until aU that hath been decayed, 
through the frailiy of nature, be renewed by the power of grace ; 
that his perfect reconciliation with the Almighty may be accom- 
plished, and his plenary pardon sealed in heaven, before he 
taketh his last farewell of the world, and ceaseth to have an 
existence in these r^ons of vanity and sorrow. 
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the 
Holy Ghost ; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 



Domme, refugvum 
PSALM XC. 



Bishop Horsley considers this as "The 
prayer of Moses the Man of God, occasioned, 
probably, by God's sentence against the 
murmuring Israelites ; " but, as before, I 
select Home, his Argument and Com- 
mentary. 

[This Psalm is called, in its title, ' A prayer of Moses, the 
' man of God.' By him it is imagined to have been composed 
when God shortened the days of the murmuring Israelites in the 
wilderness. See Numb. xiv. It is, however, a psalm of general 
use, and is made, by the Church, a part of her funeral service. 
It containeth, 1, 2, an address to the eternal and unchangeable 
G<»d, the Saviour and Preserver of his people ; 8 — 10, a most 
affecting description of man's mortal and transitory state on earth 
since the fall ; 11, a complaint, that few meditate in such a 
manner on death as to prepare themselves for it ; 12, a prayer 
for grace so to do ; 13 — 17, and for the mercies of redemption.] 

1. ^'Lord, thou hast been our dwelling-place in all 
generations." 2. " Before the mountains were brought 
forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the 
world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art 
God." 

The Psalmist, about to describe man's fleeting and transitory 

state, first directs us to contemplate the unchangeable nature and 

attributes of God, who hath always been a ' dwelling-place,' or 

place of defence and refuge, affording protection and comfort to 
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his people in the world, as He promised to be before the world 
began, and will, in a more glorious manner, continue to be after 
its dissolution. See, for a parallel, Ps. cii. 25, &Cr, with St. 
Paul's application, Heb. i, 10. 

3. " Thou tumest man to destraction ; and sayest, 
Return, ye children of men." 

Death was the penalty inflicted on man for sin. The latter 
part of the verse alludes to the fatal sentence, Gen. iiL 19, " Dust 
" thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return." How apt are we to 
forget both our original and our end ! 

4. ''For a thousand years in thy sight are but as 
yesterday when it is past^ and as a watch in the night." 

The connexion between the verse preceding and the verse now 
before us, seems to be this. God sentenced man to death. It is 
true, the execution of the sentence was at first deferred, and the 
term of human life suffered to extend to near a thousand years. 
But what was even that, what is any period of time, or time 
itself, if compared with the duration of the Eternal ! All time is 
equal, when it is past; a thousand years, when gone, are for- 
gotten as yesterday ; and the longest life of man, to a person who 
looks back on it, may appear only as three hours, or one 
quarter of the night. 

5. "Thou carriest them away as with a flood; they 
are as a sleep ; in the morning they are like grass which 
groweth up ;" or as the grass that changeth. 6. " In 
the morning it flourisheth and groweth up ; in the 
evening it is cut down, and withereth." 

The shortness of life, and the suddenness of our departure 
hence, are illustrated by three similitudes. The first is that of a 
'flood,' or torrent, pouring unexpectedly and impetuously from 
the mountains, and sweeping all before it in an instant. The 
second is that of ' sleep,' from which when a man awaketh, he 
thinketh the time passed in it to have been nothing. In the third 
similitude, man is compared to the 'grass* of the field. In the 
morning of youth, fair and beautiful, he groweth up and 
flourisheth ; in the evening of old age (and how often before that 
evening he is cut down by the stroke oi dft%>ii\ «J\\i\&\\i:v5fc%, \«i 
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the circulation of which he stood indebted for life, health, and 
strength, are dried up ; he withereth, and tumeth again to his 
earth. '* Surely all flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is 
as the flower of the field !" Isa. xL 6. Of this truth, the Word 
of Grod, the voice of nature, and daily experience, join to assure 
us ; yet who ordereth his life and conversation as if he believed 
it? 

7. " For we are consumed by thine anger, and by thy 
wrath are we troubled." &. ''Thou hast set our 
iniquities before thee j our secret aim in the light of 
thy countenance." 

The generations of men are troubled and consumed by divers 
diseases, and sundry kinds of death, through the displeasure of 
Gk>d ; his displeasure is occasioned by their sins, all of which he 
seeth and punisheth. If Moses wrote this PssJm, the provoca. 
tions and chastisements of Israel are here alluded to. But the 
case of the Israelites in the wilderness is the case of Christians in 
the world ; and the same thing is true both in them and in n& 

9. "For all our days are past away in thy wrath ; we 
spend our years as a tale that is told J* 

Life is compared to a ' tale' that is told and forgotten ; to a 
' word* which is but air, or breath, and vanisheth into nothing as 
soon as spoken ; or perhaps, as the original generally signifies^ 
to a ' meditation, a thought,' which is of a nature still more 
fleeting and transient. 

10. " The days of our years are threescore years and 
ten, and if by reason of strength, the^ he fourscore years^ 
yet is their strength labor and sorrow : for it is soon 
cut off, and we fly away." 

This again might be primarily spoken by Moses, concerning 
Israel. The generation of those who came out of Egypt, from 
twenty years old and upwards, fell, within the space of forty years, 
in the wilderness ; Numb. xiv. 29 ; and they who lived long^t 
experienced only labor and sorrow, until they were cut ofi^, like 
^rrass, and, by the breath of God's displeasure, blown away from 
4&e face of the earth. Like the IsTaeWteB, "w© liave been brought 
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out of Egypt, and sojourn in the wilderness ; like them we mur- 
mur, and o£fend God our Saviour ; like them we fskll and perish. 
To the age of seventy years few of us can hope to attain ; labor 
and sorrow are our portion in the world ; we are mowed down, 
as this year's grass of the field ; we fly away, and are no more 

seen in the land of the living. 

* ■ 

11. "Who knoweth the power of thine anger? 
Even according to thy fear, so w thy wrath.' 
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Houbigant renders the verse thus . * Quis novit vim irsB tuae ; 
et, prout terribilis es, furorem tuum ?* — * Who knoweth,* or con- 
sidereth, ' the power of thine anger ; and thy wrath, in proportion 
as thou are terrible ?' that is, in other words. Notwithstanding 
all the msuiifestations of God's indignation against sin, which 
introduced death and every other calamity among men, who is 
there that knoweth, who that duly considereth and layeth to 
heart, the almighty power of that indignation ; who that is in- 
duced, by beholding the mortality of his neighbours, to prepare 
himself for his own departure hence ? Such holy consideration 
is the gift of God, from whom the Psalmist, in the next verse, 
direoteth us to request it. 

12. "So teach u&Xo number our days, that we may 
apply (mr hearts unto wisdom." 

He who ' numbereih his days,' or taketh a right account of the 
shortness of this present life, compared with the unnumbered 
ages of that eternity which is future, will soon become a pro- 
ficient in the school of true wisdom. He will learn to give the 
preferenoe where it is due ; to do good, and suffer evil, on earth, 
expecting the reward of both in heaven. Make us wise, blessed 
Lord, but wise unto salvation. 

13. "Return, Lord, how long? and let it repent 
thee concerning," or be propitiated towards, "thy 
servants." 

During the reign of death over poor mankind, God is repre- 
sented as absent ; he is therefore by the faithful entreated to 
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'return/ and to satisfy their longing desires after salvation ; to 
hasten the day when Messiah should make a ' propitiation' for 
sin, when he should redeem his servants from death, and ransom 
them from the power of the grave. The Christian, who knoweth 
that his Lord is risen indeed, looks forward to the resurrection 
of the just, when death shall be finally swallowed up in victory. 

14. "0 satisfy us early," or in the morning, "with 
thy mercy ; that we may rejoice and be glad all our 
days." 15. " Make us glad according to the days 
wherein thou hast afflicted us, and the years wherein we 
have seen evil." 

The church prayeth for the dawning of that glorious mornings 
when every cloud shall vanish at the rising of the Sun of righte- 
ousness, and night and darkness shall be no more. Then only 
shall we be ' satisfied, or saturated, with the mercy' of Jehovah ; 
then only shall we 'rejoice and be glad all our days.' The time 
of our pilgrimage on earth is a time of sorrow ; we grieve for 
our departed friends, and our surviving friends must soon grieve 
for us ; these are ' the days wherein God afflicteth us, these the 
years wherein we see evil :' but he will hereafter ' make us glad 
according to them;' in proportion to our sufferings, if rightly 
we bear those sufferings, will be our reward ; nay, ' these light 
afflictions, which are but for a moment, work for us a fstr more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory.' Then shall our joy be 
increased, and receive an additional relish from the remembrance 
of our former sorrow ; then shall we bless the days and the 
years which exercised our faith, and perfected our patience ; and 
then shall we bless God, who chastised us for a season, that he 
might save us for ever. 

16. "Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and 
thy glory under their children." 17. "And let the 
beauty of the Lord our God be upon us ; and establish 
thou the work of our hands upon us, yea, the work 
of our hands establish thou it." 

The redemption of man is that 'work' of Crod whereby His 
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'glory' is manifested to all generations, and which all genera- 
tions do therefore long to behold accomplished. For this pur- 
pose the faithfiil beseech God to let His 'beauty/ His splendor, 
the light of His countenance. His grace and favor, be on them : 
to 'establish the work of their hands,' to bless, prosper, and 
perfect them in their Christian course and warfare ; until, 
through Him, they shall be enabled to subdue sin, and triumph 
over death. 



Glory be, &c. 



BUBBIO. 



Then shall follow the Lesson taken oiit of the ffteenth 
Chapter of the former Epistle of Saint Paul to the 
Corinthians, 

I have thought it advisable to place in 
juxta-position with our received version, 
not for the purpose of disparaging in the 
least the mighty labor of translators, but 
as a valuable aid to many. Dr. Shuttle- 
worth's rendering, as found in his highly 
useful "Paraphrastic Translation of the 
Apostolical Epistles ;'' for I fiilly agree with 
him, that it is very difl&cult for some per- 
sons to pursue an elaborate argument 
through its finest details, and to take a 
comprehensive view of the whole chain of 
the argiunent, and of the object of the 
writer. Elucidation, therefore, by the in- 
sertion of a few words which shall give pro- 
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minence to the writer's object, and leave 
nothing for the ingenuity of the reader to 
surmise, or fill up, must, of course, have 
a tendency to promote that fluent readiness 
of perception which is so absolutely neces- 
sary for arriving at the real purport of the 
revealed word of God, 

It may be worthy of remark that 
this chapter, though it stands among the 
Epistles, is called, in the first verse, St. 
Paul's Gospel, and is the fullest account of 
the resurrection which the whole Scripture 
aflTords. The truth of it is so strongly 
proved, so plainly described, and so perti- 
nently applied, that nothing could have 
been so suitable to the purpose. The lesson 
consists of three parts. The certainty of 
the resurrection is proved, verses 20 — 34. 
Secondly, the queries relating to it are 
solved, verses 35 — 54. Thirdly, the appli- 
cation of the whole is made, verses 55 — 58. 

1 COR. XV. 20. 



Now is Christ risen from 
the dead, and become the 
first-fruits of them that 
slept. For since by man 
came death, by man came 



FABAFHRASE. 



Chbist we know is risen from 
the dead, the first-fruit to Grod 
of those who lie in the grave, 
and the pledge of their resor- 
rection. For as by one man 
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also the resurrection from 
the dead. For as in Adam 
all men die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made 
alive. But every man in 
his own order : Christ the 
first-fruits; afterward they 
that ai*e Christ's, at his 
coming. Then cometh 
the end, when he shall 
have delivered up the 
kingdom to God, even the 
Father; when he shall 
have put down all rule, 
and all authority, and 
power : For he must 
reign, till he has put all 
enemies under his feet. 
But when he saith, all 
things are put under him, 
it is manifest that he is ex- 
cepted, who did put all 
things under him. And 
when all things shall be 
subdued unto him, then 
shall the Son also himself 
be subject unto him that 
put all things under him, 
that God may be all in all. 



Else what shall they do 
which are baptized for the 
dead, if the dead rise not 
at all ? Why are they then 
baptized for the dead? and 
why stand we in jeopardy 



death came upon mankind, so 
by one man came also the 
' resurrection of the dead ; and 
* as in Adam all die, even so in 
' Christ shall all be made alive/ 
But that end of all things is 
not yet. Each must wait to 
receive his reward in that 
order which God has ap- 
pointed. Christ was the first- 
fruits of the grave, and next 
after him shall be raised Christ's 
own flock at his second com- 
ing ; and after that shall be 
that final consummation when 
he shall give up the kingdom 
to God the Father, and &ally 
extirpate every other supre- 
macy and authority and power. 
For he, our blessed Redeemer, 
shall reign until God hath put 
all enemies under his feet.' — 
Psalm viii. 6. ' The last enemy 
Hhat shall be destroyed is 
' death ;' but even that death 
shall be destroyed in its turn, 
otherwise that promise, that 
all things shall be put imder 
foot, would lose its completion. 
In saying, however, that 
God shaU put all things under 
his feet, it is of course evident 
that God the Father himself is 
not intended to be included in 
that expression, as he it is who 
puts all things under him. 
But when all things whatever 
shall have been put under him, 
then, in his turn, the Son him- 
self shall be subject to God the 
Father, that G<>d may be all 
things, and over all things. 

Why, let me ask, are we 
baptized into that fia>ith which 
our forefathers looked to as 
the greatest of blessings, yet 
died without receiving, if the 
dead rise not again? Why 
continue we thus to chase a 
mere delusion ? Why thus to 
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every hour? I protest by 
your rejoicing, which I 
have in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, I die daily. If 
after the manner of men 
I have fought with beasts 
at Ephesus, what advan- 
tageth me, if the dead rise 
not? 



Let us eat and drink, for 
to-morrow we die. Be not 
deceived : evil communi- 
cations corrupt good man- 
ners. Awake to righte- 
ousness, and sin not ; for 
some have not the know- 
ledge of God. I speak 
this to your shame. But 
some man will say, How 
are the dead raised up? 
and with what body do 
they come? Thou fool, 
that which thou sowest is 
not quickened, except it 
die. And that which thou 
sowest, thou sowest not 
that body that shall be, 
but bare grain, it may 
chance of wheat, or some 
other grain : but God 
giveth it a body as it hath 
pleased him, and to every 
seed his own body. AU 
flesh is not the same flesh ; 
but there is one kind of 



submit to persecution and tri- 
bulation hourly, yet without 
an object ? I protest by those 
hopes which I have in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, my daily 
afflictions which I suf^ for 
the sake of the gospel are equal 
in their agony to death itsel£ 
Why did I, for what purpose, 
or in hope of what compensa- 
tion, undergo so many fearful 
dangers &om the enraged 
populace at Ephesus, if my 
hopes are to terminate in this 
life, and the dead rise not ? If 
so, let us throw ourselves at 
once into the frivolity and dis- 
sipation of the children of this 
world, and eat, and drink, and 
revel to day, because we die 
to-morrow ? No, my brethren, 
such is the debasing and 
brutalizing sophistry, sug- 
gested by the licentious and 
dissipated, but be you not de- 
ceived nor seduced by them. 
I call upon you, on the con- 
trary, to rouse yourselves from 
any such dreams of sensuality 
and intemperance, and sin 
not ; and I call upon you the 
more earnestly, because I am 
aware that some of you (I 
blush whilst I say it) are yet 
ignorant of God and of the 
holy faith which you profess. 
But some of you argue, as I 
am informed, of the impos- 
sibility of a future resurrec- 
tion. How can the bodies 
that have been wasted in the 
flames, which have mingled 
with the winds, or mouldered 
in the grave, be restored, each 
to their original particles, and 
live again? Wretched roa- 
soners ! look at the very seeds 
which you cast into the ground, 
and you will find that the sub- 
stance of the seed undergoes 
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flesh of meiii another flesh 
of beasts, another of fishes, 
and another of birds. 
There are also celestial 
bodies, and bodies terres- 
trial ; but the glory of the 
celestial is one, and the 
glory of the terrestrial is 
another. There is one 
glory of the son, and 
another glory of the moon, 
and anofiier glory of the 
stars ; for one star differeth 
from another star in glory. 
So also is the resur- 
rection of the dead; it 
is sown in corruption ; it is 
raised in incorruption. It 
is sown in dishonour; 
it is raised in glory. It 
is sown in weakness; it 
is raised in power. It is 
sown a natural body ; it is 
raised a spiritual body. 
There is a natural body, 
and there is a spiritual 
body. 



Alid so it is written, 
The first man, Adam, was 
made a living soul ; the 
last man, Adam, was 
made a quickening spirit. 
Howbeit, that was not first 
which is spiritual, but that 
which is natural; and 



its own peculiar decompoBitioxi 
ere it can v^etate afresh ; nor 
is the seed which you sow the 
same with the vigorous plant 
which rises from it, but a mere 
grain, of whateverplant it may 
chance to be, to which Goci, 
in his due time, gives its own 
just and peculiar development 
and figure. All flesh is not 
endowed with the same identi- 
cal characters, but there is one 
kind which belongs to men, 
another to beasts, another to 
fishes, and another to birds; 
there are also bodies celestial, 
and bodies terrestrial ; but the 
glory of the heavenly bodies is 
one thing, the constitution of 
terrestri^ bodies is another. 
Again, the splendour of the 
sun differs from that of the 
moon, and the splendour of the 
moon from that of the stars ; 
the stars also themselves have 
their various d^rees of beauty 
and brilliance. So raised from 
death to life, so changed in 
constitution and character, will 
be man's body when Gh)d shall 
create it afresh. It is sown in 
corruption, it shall be raised in 
incorruption ; it is sown in 
dishonour, it shall be raised in 
glory ; it is sown in weakness, 
it shall be raised in power ; it 
is sown a natural body, it shall 
be raised a spiritual body ; for 
there is a natural body, and 
there is also a spiritual body. 
As it is written in the Book 
of Genesis, the first man Adam 
was made a sentient being, the 
last Adam, on the contrary, 
was made a spirit (K>mmunica- 
ting life to others ; but it was 
not the spiritual man that came 
first, but the natural, and after- 
wards, in God's good time, the 
spiritual. The first man was 



114 



afterward that which is 
spiritual. The first man 
is of the earth, earthy; 
the second man is the 
Lord from Heaven. As 
is the earthy, such are 
they that are earthy ; and 
as is the heavenly, such 
are they also that are 
heavenly ; and as we have 
borne the image of the 
earthy, we shall also bear 
the image of the heavenly. 

Now this, I say, breth- 
ren, that flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the king- 
dom of God, neither doth 
corruption inherit incor- 
ruption. Behold I shew 
you a mystery ; We shall 
not ail sleep, but we shall 
be changed, in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trump (for the 
trumpet shall sound), and 
the dead shall be raised in- 
corruptible, and we shall 
be changed. For this cor- 
ruptible must put on in- 
corruption, and this mor- 
tal must put on immor- 
tality; so when this cor- 
ruptible shall have put on 
incorruption, and this 
mortal shall have put on 
immortality ; then shall 
be brought to pass the 
saying that is written. 
Death is swallowed up in 
Victory. Death, where 



made of the dust of the earth, 
and accordingly returned to it ; 
the second man id the Lord 
from heaven. As was our 
earthly forefather Adam, so 
are we his earthly descendants, 
and as is our heavenly Ee- 
deemer, such will his glorified 
children one day become ; and 
as we have borne the form and 
infirmities of the earthly, we 
shall also bear the glorious 
image of the heavenly. 



Let me not then, my breth- 
ren, be supposed to assert that 
mere mortal flesh and blood 
can inherit the kingdom of 
heaven, or that our present 
wretched and corruptible 
bodies can inherit incorrup- 
tion. Mark the wonderfiil and 
glorious dispensation which is 
prepared for us. All of us, the 
whole human race, they who 
shall be in their graves at 
Christ's second coming, and 
they who shall still be living 
upon the earth, all shall under- 
go an instantaneous change, in 
a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the last trumpet. 
For the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and all of us 
shall put on a new nature ; for 
it is necessary that this, our 
corruptible nature, should put 
on incorruption, and these, our 
mortal bodies, should put on 
immortality ; and then when 
this, our corruptible frame, 
shaU have put on incorruption, 
and these, our mortal bodies, 
shall have put on immortality 
then shall be finally accO|Q. 
plished the declaration of ^\^q 
Prophet (Isaiah xxv. 3 \ 
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is thy sting? Grave^ 
where is thy victory ? The 
sting of death is sin, and 
the strength of sin is the 
law. But thanks be to 
God, which giveth us the 
victory, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Therefore, 
my beloved brethren, be 
ye stedfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, foras- 
much as ye know that 
your labour is not in vain 
in the Lord. 



Death is swallowed np in no- 
tory. Death, where is now thy 
sting? O Grave, where is now 
thy victory? The sting of 
death is sin, and that which 
gives strength and efficacy to 
sin is that law of moral righte- 
ousness of which we have all 
of us fallen short. But thanks 
be to God, who gives us the 
victory, not through our own 
merits, but through the expia- 
tion of our Lord Jesu0 Christ. 
Wherefore, my beloved breth- 
ren, continue firm in your 
faitii, unmoved by the seduc- 
tions of the world, and to the 
end of your career abounding 
in the work of the Lord, rest- 
ing fiilly assured that your 
labour in the Lord's servids 
shall not remain for ever with- 
out its reward. 



It is well known that the primitive 
Christians were often insulted by the 
Heathen philosophers for their hope of a 
resurrection. The Apostle, therefore, in this 
noble chapter, may be supposed anxious 
rather to prove the resurrection of Christ- 
ians, than a resurrection in general; we 
should be very thankful that such convin- 
cing proof was given of our Lord's resur- 
rection, demonstrated by such infallible 
tokens, and repeated appearances to all the 
Apostles, who had every opportimity of 
examining into its certainty; more than five 
hundred persons were witnesses to it at one 
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time, and witnesses who survived many 
years to attest the important fact, that our 
feith and hope might be in God ; in God 
who quickeneth the dead, and who by the 
resurrection of his Son, hath begotten us 
again to a lively hope of an inheritance 
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away*^; and it is a matter of peculiar joy and 
thankfulness that St. Paul was added to this 
cloud of witnesses, who attested the resur- 
rection of Jesus, — ^that great Apostle, in 
whom the grace of God was so richly mag- 
nified. The portion of the chapter used in 
our office for Burial, which commences at 
the twentieth verse, is mostly occupied in 
illustrating, vindicating, and applying the 
doctrine of the resurrection — the proof is 
short, being for the most part from verses 
twelve to nineteen. Well may we rejoice 
to see the doctrine of our own resurrection so 
closely coniiected in the sax^red writings, and 
especially in this powerfdl discourse of St. 
Paul, with that of our blessed Redeemer, as 
that they should be declared to stand or fall 
together. For Christ is assuredly risen from 
the dead, and become the first-fruits of them 
that slept ; he has repaired to all his spiritual 
seed the ill that Adam brought upon his 
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descendtots, and is become to them the 
author of a far nobler life than the posterity 
of Adam lost by him. Let us endeavour, 
by cultivating holiness in aU its branches, 
to maintain this hope in spirit and energy^ 
looking for that glorious day, when, in 
the utmost extent of the prophetic 
vision, "death shall be swallowed up in 
" victory/^ 

After the lesson, the body is carried from 
the house of God to that spot where it is 
destined to remain till the sounding of the 
last trumpet. The Church, unwilling to lose 
such a favourable opportunity of fixing re- 
ligious impressions in the mind, when the 
mortal remains of a neighbour, of a friend^ 
or relation, are about to be committed to 
the silence of the grave, when the mind is 
often softened and subdued, and the world? 
with its pleasures and temptations, for a 
time at least, deprived of their power, offers 
some affecting reflections upon the shortness 
of life, accompanied with earnest supplica- 
tions to God for mercy and forgiveness, for 
deliverance firom eternal death, and for pro- 
tection and support when our own last hour 
shall arrive. 
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BUBBIC. 



When ikey come to the grave, while the corpse is made 
ready to be laid into the earth, the Priest shall say, 

Mau that is bom of a woman hath but a short time 
to liye^ and is ftill of misery. He cometh up, and is 
cut down like a flower t he fleeth as it were a shadow, 
and nevBT continueth in one stay. 

In the midst of life we are in death : of whom may 
we seek for succour, but of thee, Lord, who for our 
sins art justly displeased ? 

Yet, Lord God most holy, Lord most mighty, 
holy and most merciful gaviour, deliver us not into 
the bitter pains of eternal death. 

Thou knowest. Lord, the secrets of our hearts ; shut 
not thy^merciM ears to our prayer; but spare us, 
Lord most holy, God most mighty, holy and 
merciful Saviour, though most worthy Judge eternal, 
suffer us not at our last hour for any pains of death to 
Ml from thee. 

The Churcli has here drawn up a most 
pious meditation for the blessing and sanc- 
tifying of our own souk, and the application 
of this example to our spiritual advantage. 
She presents us with a noble strain of devo- 
tion, consisting of a meditation on the short- 
ness and misery and uncertainty of life, 
together with an acknowledgment of our 
dependance on God, whom yet we have 
disobliged and offended with our sins: How- 
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ever, we presume to fly to Him for succour 
and beg of Him to support us under the 
pains of temporal death here, and to pre- 
serve us from eternal death hereafter. The 
passages are portions of Scripture eminently 
profitable to aU living. We are reminded 
from the book of Job that " man born of a 
" woman is of few days and fiill of trouble, 
" Cometh forth like a flower and is cut down : 
" fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not/* 
All beauty, felicity, splendour and gaiety 
fall before the stroke of sickness or of death, 
as the gaudy flower before the scythe, or 
they pass away like the fleeting shadow- 
1 Peter i. 24 has a similar reflection, — " All 
"flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as 
" the flower of grass; the grass withereth, and 
" the flower thereof falletii away ;** whatever 
any of the hiunan race ever boasted of, or re- 
joiced in, was, and is, as the flower of thegrass; 
whether it be noble birth, genius, learning, 
accomplishments, wealth, or splendid actions, 
all must soon wither and be cut down in the 
grave. Bringing to our notice, that " in the 
" midst of life we are in death,'' we may pro- 
fitably consider the language of St. James 
iv. 14, " Ye know not what shall be on the 
^^ morrow-^-for what is your life 1 1t is even a 
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" vapour that appeareth for a time and then 
" vanisheth away/' Thus persons eager in 
pursuing worldly advantages, pleased with 
the plans which they had formed for obtain- 
ing them, and sanguine in expecting success, 
but not duly considering the imcertainty of 
life, nor their entire dependance on God for 
everything, may be led to ask themselves, 
what are their lives, but a vapour, or lumi- 
nous meteor, which, gliding through the air 
in the night, may appear beautifiil for a 
moment, and then suddenly vanishes for 
ever— and may further consider that an 
eternity of bliss or woe to each must be de- 
termined by their conduct during this fleet- 
ing moment. We seek in such seasons for 
succour, and turn for comfort to Christ, and 
great encouragement is there so to do. " For 
"in that He Himself hath suffered being 
"tempted, Heis able to succourthem that are 
" tempted/' Heb. ii. 18. " God is our hope 
"and strength, a very present help in trouble." 
Psalm xlvi. 1. When further praying to 
the Lord as "knowing the secrets of our 
"hearts," the strong expressions of the 
Psalmist may again rise in our minds — 
" Lord, thou knowest all my desire : and 
" my groaning is not hid from thee/' Psalm 
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xxxviii. 9. " Lord, bow down thine ear and 
" hear : open Lord, thine eyes and see/' 2 
Kings xix. 16. 

" Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, 
" weep between the porch and the altar, and 
"let them say — Spare thy people, O Lord, and 
"give not thine heritage to destruction.*' 
The last supplication we here offer is that 
no pains or terror of temporal death may 
make us fall off from God by a dangerous 
despair, and if we can prevail, we shall escape 
aU that is evil in natural death, and be 
wholly free from eternal death. 

BUBBIO. 

Then while the earth shall he cast upon the body by some 
standing by, the Priest shall say, 

Forasmuch as it hath pleased Almighty God of his 
great mercy to take onto himself the soul of our dear 
brother here departed, we therefore commit his body 
to the ground ; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to 
dust ; in sure and certain hope of the resurrection to 
eternal life, through our Lord Jesus Christ ; who shall 
change our vile body, that it may be like unto his 
glorious body, according to the mighty working 
whereby he is able to subdue all things to himself. 

As, in all addresses to God, we should be 
cautious in our expressions, particularly in 
a part of the service so solemn as the actual 
commitment of the body to the ground, 
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there should be no feeling, even of suspicion, 
that any terms are employed which cannot 
properly and suitably be addressed to the 
Deity. It has been objected, that declaring 
God to have " taken to Himself the soul" of 
the departed, and expressing a " sure and 
certain hope of the resurrection to eternal 
life," are words very improper at the burial 
of wicked men — ^to treat the objection with 
any feeling but that of the most serious 
reverence would ill become any minister of 
the Gospel ; and it may be safely contended 
that some alteration would be an improve" 
m£nt, and chiefly in the words ^^ sure and 
certain hope/'^ which, though short of bdief^ 
appear to bespeak confidence. The expres- 
sions, however, as they now stand in our 
office, have been defended by many pious 
men, and many soimd Christian ministers. 
It has been demanded, with reference to the 
first phrase, whether God does not take the 
sovls of all men to His own most righteous 
and just judgment ? When we say that 
God has taken a person to himself, we must 

* No disputation is here intended, for the Author has been 
long convinced that controversy is not always propitious to 
truth, and is too often subversive of charity ; all that he proposes 
is to show how far he conceives the /i^t^^rtoo? expressions to have 
the warrant of hoLy writ. 
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not be understood to mean that the person 
is undoubtedly gone to heaven. The wise 
man says of men in general, and conse- 
quently of the wicked whose portion is not 
in heaven, that at their death the " spirit 
" returns to God who gave it,^' Eccles. xii. 7. 
And if the spirits of all men go to God, then 
God certainly takes them to Himself — ^nor 
in the other phrase does the Church intend 
to assert that the soul of every one over 
whose mortal remains the words are pro- 
nounced, is certainly gone to a state of hap- 
piness — she expresses a sure and certain 
hope in general, but does not venture to ex- 
press a certain belief that every one who 
receives Christian Burial will be admitted 
to an eternity of happiness.* 

The language of the Chiu-ch is full of kind 
wishes and merciful hopes ; she of herself 
dares not condemn any before the time ; 
when she affi/rms, as she does a little farther 
on, in the very words of Holy Scriptiu-e, 
"Blessed are the dead which die in the 
" Lord.^^ Kev. xiv. 13. She presimies not 
that ciiR die so, and in a former part of the 

* It is rather f Ae resurrection (indeed so expressed) than the 
resurrection of the person now interred, which is spoken of; nor 
do we go on to mention the change of Im vile body, but of our 
▼lie body, which comprehends the bodies of all Christians in 
general. 
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service ass\imes the possibility of falling 
from the Lord, even at the last hour. The 
hope of the Church rests only on this suppo- 
sition — ^that the departed may have died in 
the Lord, and in this there is agreement 
with the Spirit of the word of truth itself : 
"Be thou faithfiil unto death, and I will 
" give thee a crown of life/' Kev. ii. 10. And 
again : " he that shall endure imto the end, 
" the same shall be saved." After all, in pri- 
mitive times, when church discipline was 
preserved in vigour and activity, the burial 
service would only have been used in cases 
where there was considerable reason to think 
favourably of the spiritual state of the de- 
ceased person. The officiating minister is 
now boimd to read the whole passage as he 
finds it in the appointed office, and no 
minister nor private person whatever can 
venture to pronounce in any particular case 
(for a miracle may yet be wrought) that 
there is absolutely no hope. 

BUBBIO: 

Then shaU he said or iung: 

* I heard a voice from heaven, saymg unto me, Write, 
from henceforth blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord ; even so saith the Spirit, for they rest from 
their labours." — ^Rev. xiv. IS. 
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This noble passage from the Book of Reve- 
lation is a special revelation made to St. 
John, and ordered to be recorded for ever 
by him, to be a perpetual consolation in 
relation to the state of departed saints ; for 
since Jesus hath now conquered death, jfrom 
henceforth " Blessed are the dead which die 
"in the Lord." They are no more to be 
lamented, but to be the subjects of our joy. 
The Spirit assures us that " they rest from 
" their labours.'^ Their work is done, their 
good deeds foUow them, to prove the sincerity 
of their faith ; their warfare is accomplished, 
and now they enjoy crowns of victory : sin- 
gularly well calculated is this idea to allay 
grief on account of all holy persons deceased, 
who are here declared to be in a blessed 
condition — " here is the patience of the 
" saints," here are the triimiphs of those who 
have kept the commandments of God, and 
the truth of Jesus, and often amidst for- 
midable eflTorts to corrupt it. Write this 
for the instruction of mankind in the most 
distant ages, " Blessed are the dead «vhich die 
" in the Lord;" so numerous, and so various 
are the calamities which persecuting powers 
may bring upon those who earnestly con- 
tend for the faith once delivered to the 
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saints, that there is abundant reason to con- 
gratulate those who are taken out of this 
vexatious, oppressive, and afflictive world. 
They are removed, "they rest from their 
" labours'' and sorrows ; and their works of 
piety and goodness, though often ill-requited 
here, shall not be forgotten, but shall follow 
them into the presence of God, shall be 
acknowledged there in the most condescend- 
ing manner, and, through the riches of Divine 
mercy, recompensed with eternal glory ; 
therefore let this remembrance of their faith 
and patience, in connection with their trans- 
cendant reward, encourage and animate their 
surviving brethren to imitate their examples. 

BUBBIO : 

Then the priest shall say : 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christy have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

" Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation : but deliver us from evil. Amen." 

We here address our requests to Almighty 
God in our own behalf, who alone are capable 
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of receiving benefit by these prayers, pray- 
ing for mercy to the Father, that he may 
deKver us from the miseries of this life ; to 
the Son, that he may pardon us the guilt of 
our sins ; to the Holy Ghost, that he may 
sanctify us, and cleanse us from our corrup- 
tions ; and because we know not what to 
ask for as we ought, we add the Lord's 
Prayer, the petitions of which comprehend 
every blessing we can desire. In it we 
acknowledge that though we have lost a 
friend on earth, we have a greater, — ^namely, 
" our Father which is in Heaven /' at this 
dispensation we do not murmur, but " hallow 
"his name,'' and pray that "his kingdom" of 
glory may come, when we, and all our friends 
shall meet again, and that whether he ordain 
life or death "his will," and not ours, "be 
" done." The rest of the prayer points to our 
condition in this life. We require "daily 
" bread" to sustain us, mercy to " forgive us," 
and grace to deliver us from the evil one, 
and all other evil, both temporal and eternal. 

RUBRIC. 

Friest. 

*' Almighty God, with whom do live the spirits of them 
that depart hence in the Lord, and with whom the 
souls of the feithful, after they are delivered from the 
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burden of the flesh, are in joy and felicity ; we give 
Thee hearty thanks, for that it hath pleased Thee 
to deliver this our brother (or sister J out of the 
miseries of this sinful world ; beseeching Thee that 
it may please Thee, of Thy gracious goodness, shortly 
to accomplish the number of Thine elect, and to 
hasten Thy kingdom ; that we, with all those that 
are departed in the true faith of Thy holy name, 
may have our perfect consummation and bliss^ 
both in body and soul, in Thy eternal and 
everlasting glory ; through Jesus Christ our Lord." 
Amen. 

This prayer consists of three parts ; we 
first profess our belief of the happy state of 
the spirits of good men departed ; we then 
give thanks to God for having delivered our 
deceased Mend out of the miseries of this 
sinful world ; and, in the last place, we 
pray for the speedy advent of Christ's king- 
dom, that we, with all those that are de- 
parted in the true faith and fear of His holy 
name, may have perfection of bliss in his 
eternal and everlasting kingdom. 

The Church thus endeavours to pacify 
that inordinate grief which is pernicious to 
ourselves, without benefitting the deceased, 
and to turn our thoughts to a due care of 
our own souls, in order to our meeting again 
with infinitely more joy than we now part 
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with sorrow and grief. If the departed died 
in the faith and fear of God, we have indeed 
cause to express our thanks that he rests 
from his labours — ^that his warfare is accom- 
plished. If we doubt his preparation for 
death and judgment, we may yet conclude 
that he is taken away in mercy. He might 
have continued to add sin to sin, or might 
have been an occasion of sin to others. It 
is the rule of the Apostle, that in everything 
we should give thanks, and we are repeatedly 
taught in Scripture, that all the dispensa- 
tions of God, however dark and inscrutable to 
us, are governed by mercy and goodness ; yet 
to give ^^ hearty thanks'' so soon is considered 
by many imnatural. " It may be easy,'' says 
Archdeacon Berens, in a chapter on Church 
Offices, "to convince the reason, that in 
" everthing we should give thanks ; but an 
"address to the Almighty should proceed 
" from the heart, and should not be made in 
"words to which as yet the heart cannot 
"respond ;" and he expresses a wish that the 
expression of thanks could be changed into 
an expression of, or prayer for, resignation, 
and that the prayer to God " shortly to ac- 
"complish the number of his elect,'' were 
altered into a prayer for readiness to die, 
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and that we, who survive in this and similar 
daQy spectacles of mortality, may see how 
frail and uncertain our own condition is, and 
may so number our days as to apply our 
hearts to heavenly wisdom. It would, in- 
deed, be unnatural not to be affected by the 
death of a relation or friend ; but, while we 
feel as men, we should learn to bear it as 
Christians ; and when we consider from what 
our departed friend is delivered, and what he 
has gained, not to be thankful for this is an 
act of unkindness to him, and of ingratitude 
to God. 

In beseeching God that it would please 
Him of His gracious goodness shortly to ac- 
complish the number of His elect, and hasten 
his kingdom, it should be remembered that 
it is our daily prayer, that " God's kingdom 
" may come,'' and as we have been hitherto 
considering the miseries of this life, and the 
happy state of those that are religiously de- 
parted in peace, we cannot but wish our- 
selves in the same happy condition with 
those souls that are gone before us ; at least, 
that we may happily meet each other in the 
Kingdom of Heaven, when God's good time 
is come. We know that, as long as this 
world endures, Satan will rage, and sin will 
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strive to reign ; enemies will oppress us, and 
miseries disquiet us, and all good people that 
live in it ; wherefore we are not only willing, 
but desirous, that the last great day may 
come, when those that love God, and are be- 
loved by Him again, may be gathered toge- 
ther ; that being the time which will unite 
the Church militant and triumphant, and 
give unto all saints their perfect consumma- 
tion of bliss both in body and soul. 

RUBRIC. 

Tlie Collect, 

" merciful God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is the resurrection and the life, in whom who- 
soever believeth shall live, though he die ; and who- 
soever liveth, and believeth in Him, shall not die 
eternally; who also hath taught us, by His holy 
Apostle Saint Paul, not to be sorry, as men without 
hope, for them that sleep in Him ; We meekly be- 
seech Thee, Father, to raise us from the death of 
sin unto the life of righteousness ; that, when we 
shall depart this life, we may rest in Him, as our 
hope is this our brother doth; and that, at the 
general resurrection in the last day, we may be found 
acceptable in Thy sight ; and receive that blessing 
which Thy well-beloved Son shall then pronounce to 
all that love and fear Thee, saying, Come, ye blessed 
children of my Father, receive the kingdom prepared 
for you from the beginning of the world; Grant 
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this, we beseech Thee, merciful Father, through 
Jesus Christ, our Mediator and liedeemer. Amen." 

The word " Collect'^ may suitably be ap- 
plied (as it is in the Rubric) to this last 
address to Almighty God, because it is a 
collection of the choicest sentences in Scrip- 
ture. There are intermingled such acts of 
hope concerning the deceased, and such a 
prospect of the means to make us happy 
with him, as, being devoutly considered and 
devoutly recited, will effectually remove all 
unavailing sorrow and regret, and will turn 
our thoughts and endeavours towards the 
more useful exercises of repentance, in order 
to our meeting again to dweU for ever with 
the Lord. In the introduction of this Col- 
lect or Prayer, we declare our certainty of 
the Resurrection of all true believers to 
eternal life, and assign a reason from St. 
Paul why we should not grieve immode- 
rately, like infidels, who have no hope. " I 
" would not have you to be ignorant, 
"brethren, concerning them which are 
" asleep, that ye sorrow not even as others 
" which have no hope. For, if we believe 
"that Jesus died and rose again, even so 
"them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
" bring with Him.'' Still, Christianity does 
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not forbid the shedding of some pious tears. 
It is for those to be immoderate in their 
grief who have no mixture of hope to 
alleviate and allay their sorrow. We may 
well express our love to our departed friends 
and relations, so it be within the bounds of 
moderation, and provided it does not make 
us forget those Divine comforts with which 
religion refreshes us. We are naturally 
troubled at the death of our friends, because 
of our loss in parting with them, but not 
without hope of meeting them again. By 
that we are perplexed ; by this we are com- 
forted. On that side our infirmity affects 
us ; on this side our faith revives us. On 
that side we lament the condition of man ; 
on this we are cheered by the promises of 
God This is properly followed by suppli- 
cations for ourselves. We meekly beseech 
our heavenly Father to raise us from the 
death of sin unto the life of righteousness, 
and that, when we shall depart this life, we 
may rest in Christ ; we pray to be quickened, 
and made alive with new life, communicated 
by the Holy Spirit ; and, being thus raised 
in conformity to our risen Lord, that we 
^^^y? hy means of that relation between Him 
and us, which Divine grace has established, 
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look upon His resurrection and exaltation 
to the right hand of God as the certain 
pledge and security of our own, when we 
shall rest in peace, and be permitted to 
share in eternal felicity. We express a hope 
that the departed now committed to the 
ground doth so rest with the Lord ; let it 
be considered that there are very different 
degrees of hope, the lowest of which is but 
one remove from despair. The Church does 
not mean to assert that all the persons over 
whose remains her Burial Service is read are 
saved ; but, not pretending a positive and 
absolute certainty of their final state, she 
charitably hopes the best ; we may have 
some, though very faint, hopes of their salva- 
tion — ^we are not sure it is impossible. 
Again, we are often said to hope that which 
we only wish or desire, but yet have not 
particular grounds to believe. However, 
let us suppose the men who take exception 
at this passage were left at Hberty to omit 
it to any particular person which they were 
to bury, surely they would be much at a loss 
which were the men and women of whose 
resting in Christ they could have no hope 
at all, since none can set bounds to God's 
mercy, Our blessed Lord severely checked 
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the Jews for their presumptuous censure of 
some that they supposed to die in their sins, 
and we are expressly commanded to judge 
nothing before the time. We may grant 
that all professed Christians do not sleep in 
Christ, but we cannot certainly know the 
state of particular persons. The Church in- 
structs the bystander to pray that he may 
be raised from the death of sin here, without 
which he cannot hope for a happy death, or 
a joyful resurrection; in vain do we hope 
to be found acceptable at the last day, if we 
do not serve and please God now ; the good 
man and humble believing Christian has his 
heaven begun in the peace of his own con- 
science, and he is going where it will be 
completed ; he shall receive the crown of 
life, which the Lord hath promised to them 
that love Him. The time will come when 
the Son of Man, even he who appeared in 
human nature, will be manifested in his 
Divine glory, attended by all the holy angels 
as his servants and worshippers, and then 
He will sit upon the throne of His glory, as 
the Judge of the world, and to all those who 
are in Christ will He pronounce the joyful 
sentence, " Come, ye blessed children of my 
" Father, receive the kingdom prepared for 
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"you from the foundation of the world/' 
May we all strive, with God's assisting grace, 
to be amongst those whom the Lord thus 
delighteth to honour and to bless ; may we 
seek that faith in Christ which worketh by 
love, and be nimibered with His saints in 
everlasting glory. 

** The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us 
all, evermore." Amen, 

In this benediction we pray that the 
merits of Christ, the love of the Father, and 
the aid of the Holy Spirit, may secure and 
protect us in our passage through this sub- 
lunary world, and bring us at last to the 
haven where we would be. In the course 
of the foregoing service we have triumphant 
Hymns over death, taken from the Holy 
Scriptures, Psalms, and then a Lesson from 
St. Paul, then a Thanksgiving for our de- 
parted brother's delivery out of a world of 
sin and misery, and a Prayer for our own 
resurrection to newness of life, and our con- 
summation in glory at the last day. By all 
which prayers, praises, and holy lessons, and 
decent solemnities we glorify God, honour 
the dead, and comfort the living. We 
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should not remain at the grave weeping ; we 
should go home silently, and study how, by 
faith and holiness, we may amve at that 
felicity to which we hope the deceased is 
gone before us ; our secret meditation and 
study would now, by God^s blessing, be 
profitably exercised, if we would, without 
delay, turn to His own most Holy Word, 
and particularly to those parts which the 
Church has selected and interwoven in her 
most solemn and impressive service, at which 
we have been just attending ; and, if the 
Lord vouchsafe to pardon and amend us, we 
may courageously meet death ourselves, and 
patiently bear it in others, till they and we 
are awakened by the voice of Jesus, and re- 
ceived into His everlasting kingdom. 



POSTSCRIPT. 



A Writer of no common fame, but, it must 
be owned, not so often appealed to for his 
Theology as his Metaphysics, has well ob- 
served on that fine exclamation of the 
Apostle, in his celebrated chapter on the 
Resurrection, so properly introduced into 
our Funeral Service — "O Death, where is 
" thy sting ! O Grave, where is thy victory !'^ 
that it has something of the air of a song of 
triumph, which St. Paul breaks out into, 
ugon a view of the saint's victory over 
death, in a state wherein death is never to 
have place any more. And here I may 
further incidentally remark that the same 
Writer, commenting on the forty-fourth 
verse, seems to be of opinion that the word 
'^ a 7iatural body,'' should more suitably to 
the propriety of the original language, and 



139 



more conformably to the Apostle's meaning, 
be translated " an animal body ;'' for that 
which St. Paul is doing is to shew, that, as 
we have animal bodies now (which we de- 
rived from Adam), endowed with an animal 
life, which, unless supported with a constant 
supply of food and air, will fail and perish, 
and at last, do what we can, will dissolve 
and come to an end ; so, at the Resurrection 
we shall have from Christ, the second Adam, 
"spiritual bodies,'^ which shall have an 
essential and natural inseparable life in them, 
which shall continue and subsist perpetually 
of itself, without the help of meat and drink, 
or any such foreign support ; without decay, 
or any tendency to a dissolution, of which 
our Saviour speaking (Luke xx. 35) says, 
"They who shall be accoimted worthy to 
"obtain that world, and the resurrection 
" from the dead,'' cannot die any more ; for 
they are equal to the Angels, le., of an 
angehcal nature and constitution. We may 
also refer on this subject to Phil. iii. 21. I 
add a note made by the author alluded to 
before on the forty-second verse ; " The time 
(says he) that man is in this world, affixed 
to this earth, is, his being sown ; and not, 
" when being dead, he is put in the grave — 
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"dead things are not sown; seeds are scjwn, 
" being alive, and die not, until • after they 
" are sown.'' 

So closely apposite to our present purpose 
are the lines of an old Christian poet, who 
wrote upwards of two centuries ago, (George 
Wither; bom 1588; died 1667,) that I 
cannot resist the pleasure of transcribing 
them, more particularly as they appear to 
make no unsuitable conduaion to this little 
compilation. 

The wheat, although it lies a while in earth. 
And seemeth lost, oonBomes not quite away ; 
But from that womb receives another birth, 
And with additions riseth from the clay — 
Much more shall man receive, whose worth is more ; 
For death, who from our dross will us refine, 
Unto the other life becomes the door. 
Where we in immortality shall shine- 
When once our glass is run, we presently 
Give up our souls to death — so death must give 
Our bodies back again, that we, thereby, 
The light of life eternal may receive ; 
The venom'd sting of death is took away ; 
And now the grave, that was a place of fear. 
Is made a bed of rest, wherein we may 
Lie down in hope, and bide in safety there. 
When we are bom, to death-ward straight we run ; 
And by our death, our life is new begun. 

George Wither, 1640. 
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